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14th Annual Garden Tour 
Friday, May 9 - Saturday May 10 

10 AM - 4 PM 

Mary Holzheimer and Kathy McKnight, Garden Tour Co-Chairs 

Tickets are on sale now for our 14th Annual Garden Tour. Purchase tickets 
at http://daw-ca.aauw.net/garden/ or stop by the East Bay Flower Company 
in the Danville Livery. Invite friends and family to treat Moms to a tour of the 
loveliest gardens in our area! 

Docents are still needed for Friday afternoon and all-day Saturday. Morn-
ings shifts are 9:45am - 1:00pm, afternoon shifts are 12:45pm - 4:00pm. 
Come spend a few hours in one of our lovely gardens. You’re sure to see 
some old friends and make some new ones, all the while supporting this 
most worthwhile cause. Contact Mary Holzheimer if you can help. 

Refreshment sign-ups are also being taken. Cheese and crackers, brown-
ies and cookies are desirable garden tour staples. Would you be willing to 
relieve our refreshment crew during one of their shifts? Contact Lori Mont-
gomery, Refreshment Chair, if you can help. 

Basket items are still needed for our Garden Tour drawing, the “event with-
in the event”. New single items that can be used to fill a basket are wel-
come. Please make sure that the value of all items, whether donated sepa-
rately or within a basket, are clearly itemized. Contact our Drawing Chairs 
Roseann Krane or Carol Kennedy if you are able to make a donation. 

Whether you are helping out as a docent, providing refreshments or a bas-
ket donation, hosting dear friends by taking the tour, we thank you. This 
important event supports fellowships and grants for aspiring women schol-
ars, which is what  AAUW is all about!                                                         § 

Presidents’ Message   
Karen Large and Loretta Altshuler 

Co presidents, 2013-2014 

May is the time of year when we look back and realize what 
an amazing year it’s been. 

In 2013-2014, the Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek branch main-
tained tradition, but also broke new ground. Key accomplish-
ments include: 

 Named Number One in the state for giving $41,164 to 
AAUW Funds 

 Raised close to $23,000 at our 9th annual Holiday Home 
Tour to send 12 girls from local middle schools to Tech 
Trek summer camp and award 9 Local Scholarships and 
one Creative Endeavors Scholarship 

 Created the new Creative Endeavors Scholarship through 
quilt drawing sales and added scholarship funding raised 
by advertisements 

 Pending National Association approval, a 15-year 
$200,000 American fellowship is planned in honor of the 
45th Anniversary of our branch 

 Treated our community to our 14th annual Garden Tour 
this Mother’s Day weekend May 9-10. 

 Expanded use of Pay Pal for all tours and programs 

 Heard a variety of timely topics on animals (ARF),  drugs, 
gangs, and homicides in our county, climate change, and 
Pixar movie direction 

 Balanced our annual branch budget 

 Enhanced Advocate and branch communications through 
new designs 

 Continued branch networking, enjoyed field trips and 
formed new special interest groups in theater, film, and 
mah jongg. 

We thank our 2013-2014 Executive and Appointed Board 
members and all branch members for volunteering and donat-
ing generously. Your contributions continue to bring our 
branch success and recognition across the state and nation. 
Thank you for a great year.                                                     § 

2014 California Biennial  

Convention 

See page 3 for perspective 
on our 2014 Convention. 

Left to right:  branch mem-
ber Carla Pancheco, 
AAUW National President 
Patricia Ho, branch mem-
ber Chris Winter, and 
branch member Jo Harber-
son.                                   § 

If I keep a green bough in 

my heart, the singing 

bird will come. 

- Chinese Proverb  

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/garden/
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Public Policy Updates 

 Asha Bajaj and Joan Conley, 
Public Policy Co-chairs 

AB 1522, proposed by Assem-
blywoman Lorena Gonzales D-
San Diego, has made it to the 
Senate. This bill allows workers 
three paid sick days a year.  
Time may also be used to care 
for a sick family member. 

Four bills proposed by State 
Assembly member V. Manuel 
Pérez D-Riverside/Imperial 
Counties were passed in the 
Assembly Committee on Public 
Safety with unanimous support:  

 AB 2603 protects the ability of 
authorized representa-
tives (such as a family mem-
ber or caregiver)  to legally 
pick up and transport a pre-
scription medication on behalf 
of the prescription holder. 
AB 2060 promotes workforce 
training and development for 
former offenders who are in 
community supervision in an 
effort to reduce recidivism. 

 AB 1860 improves access to 
required peace officer training 
to meet increasing caseload 
demands due to realignment 
of the prison population. 

 AB 1919 encourages the use 
of evidence-based risk and 
needs assessment tools with-
in the criminal justice system 
in order to ensure a more 
consistent and effective sys-
tem. 

§ 

Women’s Issues:   
Paycheck Fairness  

Cynthia Savell, Women’s Issues    Co-chair 

President Obama signed executive orders on Equal Pay 
Day, April 9th, for federal contractors to report all salaries. 
These orders were essentially a mini Paycheck Fairness Act 
in which he urged Congress to pass the Equal Pay Bill that 
would address the problem of women being paid less than men for similar jobs. The next day, the Senate 
failed to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act. Those opposed argued that the Bill would cause employees to 
sue their employers, or that performance based raises would end. There was also disagreement on the 
true figures of gender pay gaps. 

Women’s roles in the workplace and their need for fairness in pay are hot topics, particularly now that 
elections are close at hand. Women are the primary bread winners in 40% of American households and 
AAUW warns that now, more than ever, we must pressure Congress to reintroduce this Bill and encourage 
our Senators and Representatives to end this discrimination.                                                                       §                                                                                                                                                     

2014 Tech Trek: 
Recipients & Program 

Helga Glasson, Chair 

 
Congratulations to our 2014 Tech Trek Girls attending Sonoma State University this Summer for Tech 
Trek Camp: 
    Megan Abravanel, Diablo Vista Middle School               Olivia Friedl, Los Cerros Middle School 
    Aria Bain, Los Cerros Middle School                              Carly Hui, Diablo Vista Middle School 
    Megan Bowden, Los Cerros Middle School                    Melanie Lewis, Diablo Vista Middle School 
    Mia Caparez, Foothill Middle School                               Kasey Madsen, Stone Valley Middle School 
    Natalia Caveroegusquiza, Los Cerros Middle School     Jillian Nixon, Foothill Middle School 
    Elyanah De Leon, Stone Valley Middle School               Catherine Wang, Diablo Vista Middle School 

Tech Trek Science Camp, sponsored by AAUW, is a summer program for girls entering 8th grade. Stu-
dents preview college life at a nearby university campus, attending classes in the fields of math, science 
and technology.  Classes feature hands-on experiments and the girls learn that math and science can be 
fun. AAUW volunteers serve as camp directors, health aides and chaperones.   

Seventh grade science and math teachers nominate students to attend Tech Trek Science Camp. 
Our branch Tech Trek Committee makes the final selection of campers and provides the funding for 12 
students from six Danville, Alamo, and Walnut Creek middle schools in our service area to attend camp. §                                                                                                                                                     
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Please Support  
Our Advertisers 

Installation & Awards  

Ceremony 
Thursday, May 29, 2014      

5:30  - 8:00 PM 

Round Hill Country Club 
3169 Round Hill Rd., Alamo 

Please join us at this exciting event. 
Here’s what you can look forward to: 

 Local Scholarship Award Presenta-
tions 

 Installation of New Executive Board 
Members for 2014-2015 

 Recognition of 50 Year Branch 
Honorees 
Presentation of Awards to Recog-
nize Branch Members 

Your RSVP is required by Monday, 
May 26th at http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
rsvp/ or send a note to AAUW Atten-
tion: Installation, PO Box 996, Alamo, 
CA, 94597 with your name, phone 
number and email.  Please specify 
who will be in attendance.  This is a 
member only, no cost event. Appetiz-
ers and beverages will be served. A 
no host bar will be available for those 
wishing to purchase something else. 

This event is a great opportunity to 
meet the new 2014-2015 board and 
local scholarship recipients. You will 
have an opportunity to wish them 
well while enjoying conversation with 
your friends in a beautiful outdoor 
setting. We look forward to seeing 
you at this closing event for our 2013
-2014 year.                                       § 

2014 California Biennial Convention:  A Perspective 
By Chris Winter 

In April, Jo Harberson, Carla Pancheco, and I attended the 92nd California state convention. The 

program was excellent. In keeping with the theme, we were indeed “energized, educated, and em-
powered” from the opening plenary on Tech Trek to the closing sobering presentations by Kirby 
Dick, Director of the film “The Invisible War” and Sarah Albertson, one of the women plaintiffs fea-
tured in that film who had been sexually assaulted while serving in the Marines. 

Speakers included our national AAUW president, two AAUW marketing office members in Washing-
ton, D.C., our AAUW CA lobbyist, Shannon Smith-Crowley, State Senator Holly Mitchell, and my 
personal favorite, Madeline Di Nonno, CEO of the Geena Davis Institute on Gender in Media.  

“Drum roll, please” signaled major announcements through the weekend. It was certainly a signifi-
cant drum roll moment when Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek was announced as first in the state for 
total contributions to AAUW Funds. We’ve been close before, but Number One is a spectacular 
achievement. Congratulations to our branch Funds Vice President, Carol Kennedy, and everyone 
who contributed to the AAUW Funds or helped with the Garden Tour. Our total giving was $41,164. 

In keeping with her wonderful tradition, our own Jo Harberson offered to match $100 contributions to 
the Leadership Programs Fund. She single handedly raised $5,000 and will match. Nice work, Jo! 

A few things we learned along the way… 

Tech Trek surveyed girls attending camps between 2006 and 2009. A summary is posted on line 
(www.aauw-techtrek.org). Results show that Tech Trek really makes a difference in the girls’ lives. 
82% of the girls chose to take more science classes in high school because of Tech Trek and 91% 
said their camp experience boosted their self confidence in their ability to succeed in those classes. 

AAUW CA has made it amazingly easy for you to find out the details on bills in the State Legislature 
on which we have taken a position. Check out Bill Tracking under Public Policy at www.aauw-ca.org.  

Our next national convention will be in San Diego, June 18 - 21, 2015. It’s been some years since 
we’ve had convention in California, it’s always special to host members from throughout the country. 

AAUW now has a new vision statement that is short and easy to remember: AAUW empowers all 
women and girls to reach their highest potential. 

Voting for AAUW CA Secretary, Board of Directors, and a $4 dues increase closes on Saturday, 
May 3. Your vote is important and voting is easy. There hasn’t been a dues increase in ten years 
and this small increase will ensure AAUW remains a strong organization in California. 

Workshops, receptions, tributes to outstanding AAUW women, news of our accomplishments, plus 
meeting and greeting friends rounded out the weekend. Conventions are an important benefit of 
membership. I look forward to the next one in San Diego and hope to see you there!                       § 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/rsvp/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/rsvp/
http://www.aauw-techtrek.org/
http://www.aauw-ca.org/
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The American Association of  Univer-

sity Women (AAUW) is the nation’s 
leading voice promoting equity and educa-

tion for women and girls.  

Our mission: Advancing equity for women 

and girls through advocacy, education, phi-

lanthropy, and research.   

Our vision:  AAUW empowers all women 

and girls to reach their highest potential. 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek branch 
meetings and activities feature speakers 
discussing current issues, women’s issues, 

and other timely and interesting topics.   

Please learn more about us at  
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/.    

Contact us at daw-aauw@gmail.com  

 Holly Sauer,  Editor 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

AAUW 

P.O. Box 996 

Alamo, CA 94507 

Join A Danville Tradition:  The Devil Mountain Run 
With The Hiking Group 

Sunday, May 4 7:45 AM - 9:30 AM 

The Devil Mountain Run has been a Danville tradition since 1978. This year, 
proceeds go to the Discovery Counseling Center in Danville. 

As a group, we will walk the 5K, a little over 3.5 miles. We’ll meet in front of 
Danville Lunardi’s Market near Boulangerie on Railroad Ave. The walk will 
begin at Lunardi’s, follow San Ramon Valley Blvd. to Alamo, and loop back 
on the Iron Horse Trail to Danville. After the event, there will be music and 
booths to enjoy in the Lunardi’s parking lot. 

The registration fee is $30.00 and includes an event t-shirt. You may register 
online at www.devilmtrun.com or at Forward Motion Sports on Hartz Ave-
Friday, May 2 or Saturday, May 3. T-shirts may be picked up at Forward 
Motion. 

Contact Kathie Hixon to RSVP or for more information.                                 § 

Your vote for AAUW CA Secretary, Board of Directors and a small dues increase is needed!  Please 

vote online by end of day Saturday, May 3.  Additional information is available at http://www.aauw-ca.org/  § 

Upcoming Events & Activities Calendar 

May 9-10 Garden Tour - AAUW Funds fundraiser 

May 29 2014-2015 Installation & Awards Ceremony 

2013-2014 AAUW Funds Results 

We’re #1 ! 

Roseann Krane & Carol Kennedy,  

2013 AAUW Funds Vice Presidents 
Big news….we finally did it!  Danville-Alamo-
Walnut Creek branch is Number One in Cali-
fornia for total giving to AAUW Funds at 

$41,164 for 2013.  We are sixth in per capita ($157.72), in-
credible given our size.  In addition to our Garden Tour pro-
ceeds, nine members were major donors at $500 and 
above.  Impressive!  All donations between the 2012 and 
2013 November deadlines were included in this recognition. 

AAUW Funds support our national charitable programs.  Our 
Funds are: Legal Advocacy, Educational Opportunities, Public 
Policy, Leadership Programs, and the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Fund for research on issues important to women and girls.   § 

2014 Expanding Your Horizons Post-Conference Thank You 

Pam Burdusis and Iris Stone, Co-Chairs 

We extend a warm thank you to all the AAUW volunteers who made this year’s EXPANDING 
YOUR HORIZONS conference a resounding success. Expanding Your Horizons is a completely 
volunteer effort that would not be possible without the help of our sponsors and volunteers.  

Once again, this year’s conference was well attended and beautifully organized. We would like 
to thank Susan Springer and Yuki Ohashi, our Livermore/Sandia Lab EYH liasons, who orga-
nized this incredible conference.  

Special thanks to Loretta Altshuler, Karen Large and Dorothy Bishop for invaluable help in finding volunteers. Thanks to all the 2014 AAUW 
EYH volunteers for the gift of their valuable time to this worthwhile endeavor. We could not have done it without you!                                      §                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Reserve This Date!  Our Membership Brunch will 

be Saturday, September 27 at Round Hill Country 

Club.                                                                         § 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
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