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The Mt. Diablo Astronomical Society
The Stars Belong to Everyone
By Jim Scala

Drive up Mt. Diablo on April 20th to 
the lower summit parking lot to arrive 
by about 6:30PM for an inspiring eve-
ning with the stars. Thanks to the Mt. 
Diablo Astronomical Society (MDAS), 
you’ll see the universe as never before, 
and the night sky will take on new 
meaning. Many men and women will 
be standing by their telescopes and at 
the club’s observatory to show you 
celestial objects. You’ll see craters of 
the Moon, the rings of Saturn, Jupiter’s 
many colored markings along with its 
moons, and possibly a comet or ga-
lactic nebulae. The views will capture 
your imagination, and the night sky 
will never be the same again.  Every 
visitor says, “Wow!” at least once dur-
ing a viewing. At twilight, before observing starts, you’ll be treated to a short talk 
which this month asks, “Are we alone?” To make the point, some scopes will be 
set on another solar system – a sun with planets – to add perspective.  You’ll leave 
around 11PM with new concepts to discuss on the escorted drive down the mountain. 
You’ll want to return again in May.

MDAS got started when the United States planned the Explorer satellites in the 
1950s and the agency, that’s now NASA, asked amateur astronomers to help out. They 
asked amateurs to set up specialized small telescopes – moon-watch scopes – to spot 

and accurately time 
the satellites passage 
by the stars. These 
amateurs built and 
set up the scopes in 
a precisely laid out 
pattern so that their 
timings could be used 
by NASA to deter-
mine the satellite’s 
orbit. Armed with 
the amateur’s data, 
professional astrono-
mers turned the large 

Baker-Nunn tracking telescopes to follow and photograph the satellite. A small group 
of amateur astronomers and telescope makers from Contra Costa County formed the 
Mt. Diablo Astronomical society in 1957. They followed NASA’s request and stepped 
up to the country’s need. An astronomer described the MDAS’s timings simply: “They 
were so reliable we could count on them to come through every time.” Compliments 
don’t get better than that.

In those early days, the group met in members’ homes, discussed observing and 
telescope making, sometimes invited a guest and even had some astronomers lecture 
to the group. Slowly the membership grew and now boasts about 200 members. The 
group meets in the Lindsay Wildlife center on the fourth Tuesday of the month (third 
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Jupiter , showing its red spot and a moon as it will look on April 20th.

An interested visitor looks at the Sun through a 
member’s solar telescope.

AAUW: Getttting Together to Make a Difference 
By Jody Morgan

Our local branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
has been known as a branch “where the action is” since its inception in 1969.  Cur-
rently called the Danville/Alamo/Walnut Creek Branch (DAW), the group has 286 
members dedicated to promoting the national organization’s mission of advancing 
equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 
Smaller special interest groups within the branch as well as monthly programs give 
members a chance to socialize and share their personal passions for art, hiking, 
gourmet meals, literature, movies, mahjong, travel, and many more activities.

In the art category, two local branch members have had the satisfaction of 
national recognition in the AAUW Annual Art Contest, and a third member is 
about to be offi cially announced as a winner for 2013. Already posted on the 
national website as award winners in 2010 and 2011 respectively are Caroline 

Sanchez’s “Little Italian Shop” and Jan Hersh’s “Good Morning Hibiscus.”  
This year Hersh is chairing the second annual branch members’ Celebra-

tion of Creativity event scheduled for April 24th. Quilting, poetry, music, 
crafts, literary compositions, and a variety of visual art contributions will be 
included. The only challenge for Hersh will be fi nding enough time and space 
to properly showcases all the talent within the group.

Serendipity brought Hersh into the DAW fold. “The minute I purchased 
my home, the previous owner told me about AAUW and said that I had to 
join. In 1984, I attended a brunch, and 27 years later I am grateful for all 
the extra benefi ts I have gained because of getting involved,” she wrote 
in 2011. As past president of DAW, Hersh likes staying connected “with 
people who enjoy making a difference both locally and globally.”

Gathering of AAUW local branch members. Left to right: Marian Bliss, Teresa Cheung, 
Tena Gallagher, Robin Halloran, Gail Clark, Carol Kennedy, Asha Bajaj, Holly Sauer, 
Kathie Hixon, and Marcia Steinhardt.

Danville’s Third Earth Day Event
Join The Danville Library, Town of Danville Arts & Recreation Depart-

ment, and Sustainable Danville Area as they throw our planet, and our 
community, a birthday party on Saturday, April 20th from noon - 4PM.  
The event will be held rain or shine.

The event is family-friendly with free ac-
tivities, music, and good-eats that take over 
the town green, the library, the gallery, and 
the Community Center. 

Last year’s Earth Day Student Art Show 
& Contest was so well received, that every 
Alamo and Danville K-12 student is invited to 
participate in the this year’s 3rd annual event. 

 All students’ artwork will be displayed at The 
Village Theatre Art Gallery during the Earth Day 
celebration. A special reception honoring the 
fi nalists will be held at 1PM in the gallery.  

For info contact Cynthia Ruzzi at (925) 
895-5001, or email Sustainable Danville Area 
at sustainabledanville@gmail.com.
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2013 – The Year of the Library
By District 2 Supervisor Candace Andersen

The Contra Costa County Library system is turn-
ing 100 this year, and the Board of Supervisors has 
declared 2013 as the Year of the Library. Since our 
District has some of the newest and most comprehen-
sive library buildings and programs in the County, I 
thought it would be timely to highlight some of them 
and some of the technology used in the County system.

Last year the Contra Costa Library system was one 
of only ten recipients of the National Medal for Museum and Library Service. 
The National Medal is the nation’s highest honor conferred on museums and 
libraries for service to the community and celebrates institutions that make 
a difference for individuals, families, and communities. 

The Contra Costa County Library is also recognized as a leader among 
libraries implementing technology. Snap & Go, a mobile application utiliz-
ing QR code technology, puts new and existing library content and services 
into the hands of mobile phone users. The service is designed to satisfy the 
reading and information needs of County residents at times when their lo-
cal community library is closed or when they cannot make it into a library 
building. Another innovation, LINK+ is a great free service you can use to 
borrow books not available at a Contra Costa County Library. It's a coopera-
tive effort among many California and Nevada libraries. You can use your 
Contra Costa County Library card to place a hold on up to 10 items that you 
pick up at your local Library.  From the library’s website ccclib.org you can 
also download e-books and audio books in various formats, and access a 
signifi cant amount of research materials.

Danville Library -  In 2006 the Danville Library celebrated its 10th 
anniversary at its current location as well as 100 years of library service 
in the Town of Danville. It houses a strong collection of over 78,000 chil-
dren’s, teens, and adult materials. Among the many resources available are 
six catalog computers and 33 public Internet terminals, including an ADA 
computer workstation. Early Literacy Computers are pre-loaded with many 
fun and interactive activities for children ages 2-8 to help them develop their 
reading skills. Library staff regularly offers educational programs for all 
ages including author presentations, story times, children's performances, 
computer workshops, book discussion groups and teen programming. The 
library is also proud of unique services such as Books for the Homebound, 
Stories-to-Go preschool program, and one-on-one computer instruction. 

Walnut Creek Libraries - Walnut Creek is fortunate to have two librar-
ies.  The Walnut Creek Library in Civic Park which was built in 2010, and 
the Ygnacio Valley Library on Oak Grove Road.  

The new Walnut Creek library opened in July 2010.  It was funded through 
a private-public partnership, with $34 million from the City of Walnut Creek 
and $5 million raised by the Walnut Creek Library Foundation. It has a large 
children’s wing and garden, a Teen Zone, a Business and Career Center, a 
Technology Center, and three group study rooms. It also has the Oak View 
meeting room, which seats 150, and the 16-seat Las Trampas conference room 
both can be rented through the City of Walnut Creek.  Special collections 
include a Russian language collection, and an expanded health and wellness 
collection funded by John Muir Health. There are 39 pieces of public art and 
local artists may apply to display their work at the Community Art Gallery.

The Ygnacio Valley Library opened its doors in 1975. It sits on the site 
of a former walnut orchard.  In 2004, the Walnut Creek Library Foundation 
and Contra Costa County Library worked together to remodel the interior.  
It’s considered a popular neighborhood hangout known for its cookbooks, 
mysteries, and an “Investment Corner.”  Their collections have been by en-
hanced greatly by the Friends of the Ygnacio Valley Library. 

All of our libraries in District 2 share the common theme of being built 
through tremendous support from the community. Each continues to thrive 
with not only dedicated library staff, but enhanced programs and additional 
hours of operation thanks to the contributions of time and generous support by 
Library Friends and Foundations. I offer my very sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to all who make our libraries such an important part of our communities.

Learn more about the libraries at ccclib.org.
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Following its founding in 
1881, AAUW conducted its 
fi rst research project in 1885 
documenting the then star-
tling discovery that higher 
education was not detrimental 
to women’s health. A 2010 
AAUW study entitled Why 
SO Few? Women in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics speaks to an issue 
DAW addresses by sending 
local middle school girls to 
Tech Trek, a weeklong sum-
mer science and math program 
held on college campuses. Tech 
Trek captures the attention of 
girls at a vulnerable age when 
many abandon science and 
math as “nerdy” pursuits. In 
2012 DAW scholarships sent 
13 local students (selected by 
a DAW review board from 
candidates recommended by 
educators) to Tech Trek.

DAW past president Teresa Cheung credits AAUW with raising her consciousness 
of women’s issues and giving her the confi dence to make something happen within her 
own professional organization: the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE). 
Invited as president of the Northern California chapter to give the 1994 welcome ad-
dress at the national convention, Cheung decided to make her words count. At the time 
there were 200 AIChE fellows of whom only two were women. Instead of the expected 
speech thanking everyone for their help with the table arrangements, Teresa challenged 
the group to take action. “ Whether it is within our AIChE Council, in academia or in 
the industry, when there are more role models for our girls, everyone will benefi t.” 
Cheung’s role in establishing a permanent Women’s Institute Committee is recognized 
on AIChE’s website as one of its 40 Mileposts of Professional and Institute Progress.  

Marianne Gagen, another DAW past president, served on the SRVUSD Board 
for 12 years.  She writes: “My experience with AAUW was very instrumental in 
giving me the skills and self confi dence to run and become a school board mem-
ber. The leadership skills that were modeled by other members were invaluable. 
I learned how to set goals, to run meetings, to work with people of differing ideas 
and perspectives, and to study issues in a comprehensive way.”  

In addition to actively supporting local schools, DAW gives merit-based scholarships 
to local women entering their junior year in college or engaged in post-graduate programs. 
Last year seven of the overwhelmingly qualifi ed applicants were chosen as scholarship 
recipients. As Kathie Hixon, also a DAW past president, explains: “It’s not about the 
dollar amount but about recognizing the value/merit in each of our women recipients. 
This is empowering.” DAW’s Holiday Home Tour fi nances both Tech Trek and local 
scholarships. The community benefi ts twice over: viewing homes exquisitely appointed 
with seasonal décor and rewarding local women pursuing their educational dreams.

As part of the local branch’s achievements, DAW has raised nearly $400,000 since 
1969 to fund issues for women locally, nationally and around the world.  Donations 
from branch members as well as funds raised by the annual May Garden Tour placed 
DAW second in the nation for 2012 branch contributions to the AAUW National 
Funds. Save the dates for this year’s tour on May 10th and 11th.  

Members join AAUW for a variety of reasons. Asha Bajaj wanted “to be part of a 
community of like-minded people with some larger purpose fostering equity and provid-
ing meaningful conversation.” As a DAW past president, she enjoys being part of a group 
that is “local, but with a global reach.” The upcoming program on Women’s Issues in 
Africa on April 13th focuses on the global interests of local members. For information 
on attending as a guest, contact Membership Chair Tena Gallagher Tena@aol.com.

Tena Gallagher has served in many positions since joining DAW. She originally 
became involved while seeking a social group when her youngest child entered 
kindergarten. “As a past president, I have seen what a gathering of goal oriented 
women can accomplish when we are all working toward the same goal: Making 
the world a better place for women and girls, whether it’s our grandmothers or our 
granddaughters, ourselves or our daughters.
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Current DAW President Holly Sauer is a relative newcomer to the branch. “I 
joined AAUW because I was looking for something valuable to do, where I could 
meet people and become involved in our local communities. The branch offers many 

opportunities to become immediately involved as much or as little as a member 
would like. I appreciate the generosity and warmth of our members, and I feel that 
every member is valued for however much they can contribute and participate.”

When Marcia Steinhardt moved to Danville, she joined the local AAUW branch 
because she wanted “to meet like-minded women who promoted education.” She 
readily admits, “I had no idea how far-reaching the organization’s work was before 
joining.” Impressed enough to devote time to serve as local branch president, Stein-
hardt remarks on “the power of women to do things together and make changes. One 
or two can’t do it, but together we can make things happen.”

Men, by the way, are welcome to join. DAW already boasts one male member.  

Life in the Danville Garden By John Montgomery, ASLA, Landscape Architect
Celebrate Spring!
By John Montgomery, ASLA, Landscape Architect

This rainy season has been a little fi nicky. Winter 
was early and cold and spring is really here, or 
NOT! These days, sometimes it’s hard to tell. If 
you look closely in the garden at the trees, shrubs, 
and perennials you’ll see the glory of spring quietly 
emerging from the cold and wet. The beginning of 
spring is one of my favorite times in the garden. I love 

to observe the new and fresh leaves bud from dead and deciduous branches, 
bright new lime green leaves stand out against older darker green ones. I like 
to watch how quickly daffodils, jonquils, and paper whites (Narcissus) push 
their fresh long leaves through the decaying leaves and mulch to bloom with 
bright and cheery colors. The days are warming, the sun is shinning, and like 
clock-work life in the garden labors to show us the glory of spring.

There are some plants that you might have noticed that are the fi rst to 
declare the beginning of spring. 
Trees like Cercis occidentalis (Western Redbud) blooms lavender fl owers on smooth gray branches before 
leaves form, Magnolia x soulangeana (saucer Magnolia) blooms huge tulip-like pink to white fl owers on 
deciduous branches. Shrubs like Daphne odora (Winter Daphne) with its intoxicating fragrance fi ll the air. 
Azalea, and camellia are fi rst to transition to spring. Vines like Hardenbergia violacea ‘Happy Wanderer’ (Lilac 
Vine) weave a lively trail of lilac fl owers. Perennials like Iberis sempervirens ‘Snowfl ake’ (Candytuft) trails 
profuse white fl owers over the ground and one of my favorites, Veronica umbrosa ‘Georgia Blue’ (Speedwell), 
bloom profuse cobalt blue fl owers as winter fades out. Other great note-worthy spring blooming trees are Pyrus 
calleryana ‘Redspire’ (ornamental pear), Magnolia stellata (Star Magnolia), and Prunus serrulata ‘Shirotae’ 
(Flowering cherry). 

After a long winter’s nap we long to connect with nature to rejuvenate, relax, recreate, and renew ourselves. A 
garden is one of those places that has the gift to touch all of our human senses - sight, smell, touch, sound, and taste. 
Wandering through a beautifully designed Danville garden allows the senses to be stimulated by wonderful visuals, 
fragrances, textures, sounds, and tastes that nature can offer. 

As the spring days grow longer and warmer more and more of our favorites come to life! You will see green 
fresh leaves popping from trees like birch, crape myrtle, Japanese maples, and dogwood. Then come along the 
old fashion classics such as roses, lilac, iris, lavender, fl owering quince, Snowball Viburnum and the butterfl y 
bush. There are too many wonderful spring plants to name in one article. 

A hot tip from your local Landscape Architect - For the last three years I have announced my garden 
tour fundraiser in this article. I’m sorry to say that this year I will be taking a break from the fundraiser. I look 
forward to seeing you all turn out next year! Thank you for all of the fundraiser support over the last three years!

Gardening Quote of the Month - “Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, 
and more. It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a 

house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow.” - Melody Beattie 
If you would like me to write on any particular subject email your ideas to jmontgomery@jm-la.com or for design ideas visit www.jm-la.com. Advertorial
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Left to right Alicia Jones, Carol Kennedy and Kathie Hixon at the Fall Membership Brunch. 
Photo by Dora-Thea Porter.

AAUW continued from page 6

You don’t have to reside in Danville, Alamo, or Walnut Creek to join, but you do have 
to have a college degree or equivalent professional certifi cation. Getting involved 
is part of the package.  As Gail Clark (yes, she too is a DAW past president) points 
out, “Our local AAUW branch is privileged to have had a number of members serve 
at the state and national level.” Gail was hooked when the mother of her daughter’s 
kindergarten classmate took her to a “kick-off brunch in a beautiful backyard.”

Intrigued by the aesthetics, the social interaction, or the ability to make a differ-
ence? Visit the DAW website at www.aauw-daw.org, then the state site at www.
aauw-ca.org, and the national website at www.aauw.org. To meet local branch mem-
bers at an event open to the public, or if you’d like to be a guest or are a prospective 
member, contact Tena Gallagher at Tena@aol.com.


