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                     Expanding Your Horizons:  
    Tri-Valley Math and Science Conference for Girls 
     Saturday February 28, Las Positas College, Livermore 

Dianne Tinnes & Susan Terzuoli, Co-Chairs 

Expanding Your Horizons is a science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) career conference for 6th - 9th 
grade girls.  The Lawrence Livermore and Scandia National Labs organize this event and recruit the presenters. 
Our DAWC branch has a commitment again this year to support the conference with 30 room monitors.   

Your participation can directly help local girls explore the possibilities of a STEM career.  No special skills are re-
quired. Your task will be to administratively assist the instructor of one of the workshops by taking attendance at 
the door, turning in the girls’ workshop evaluations, etc.  You will find the workshop topics very interesting!  We will 
supply all the detailed information you will need. Carpooling is encouraged. 

Please volunteer now! Morning shifts are 9-11 AM, afternoon shifts are 12:30-2:30 PM.  You may also volunteer 
for the full day.  Please contact Dianne Tinnes or Susan Terzuoli to volunteer .  Thanks!                                        §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

GoldieBlox: Encouraging Girls in Engineering and other STEM fields 
Program and General Meeting 

Thursday, January 15, 2015  7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Veterans Memorial Building, 400 Hartz Ave, Danville 

Judy Lauper & Melanie Wade, Program Co-VPs 

AAUW supports and educates women, but what about the young girls that become women? Are 
there things we can do to nurture them into equal opportunity environments? GoldieBlox is a com-
pany that provides “toys” to help young girls develop spatial reasoning skills and see themselves in 
the STEM fields of science, technology, engineering, and math. Please join us for a program detailing the research regarding females in those 

fields and how this company has chosen to develop its structure.  

“At GoldieBlox, our goal is to get girls building. We’re here to help level the playing field in every sense 
of the phrase. By tapping into girls' strong verbal skills, our story + construction set bolsters confidence 
in spatial skills while giving young inventors the tools they need to build and create amazing things.  
Construction toys develop an early interest in these subjects, but for over a hundred years, they've been 
considered "boys' toys.” Goldie Blox is determined to change the equation. We aim to disrupt the pink 
aisle and inspire a future generation of female engineers.” 

Serving pie and hot beverages. This program will be preceded by a brief general meeting announcing 
our Holiday Home Tour results. Cost: $5 per person.  Please mail your $5 reservation check as soon as 
possible to: AAUW Programs P.O. Box 996, Alamo, CA 94507, pay online at http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
goldieblox/, or RSVP to Judy Lauper and pay at the door.  For further info, contact Judy Lauper.           §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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Public Policy 
Asha Bajaj, Bev Nidick, Cynthia Savell, 

Public Policy Co-Chairs 

Ten recently elected state senators and 27 
state assembly members are new to their 
positions and they will have to catch up 
quickly on one of California's top issues 
this year: the high cost of higher education.   

Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins D-San Die-
go, urged lawmakers to push back against the nearly 28 percent tuition 
hike imposed by the University of California regents.  Governor Jerry 
Brown's budget includes hundreds of millions of dollars in additional 
funding for the University of California -- but only if tuition is frozen.  UC 
regents disregarded that incentive in voting to approve tuition hikes. But 
now a compromise plan, authored by Atkins, has emerged. 

With the prevalence of drones, including gift delivery by  Amazon, three 
bills were introduced during the first week of the 2015-2016 Legislative 
Session,.   Two of the bills, AB 37 and AB 56, focus on privacy con-
cerns while the third bill, AB 14, seeks to create a task force responsi-
ble for building a comprehensive plan for state regulation of unmanned 
aircraft.  

Have a wonderful 2015!                                                                          §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

AAUW FUNDS 
Carol Kennedy 

AAUW Funds VP  

Thanks to over 35% of our 
members who donated to 
AAUW Funds in 2014. Over 
$5,500 was raised for our Branch 45th Anniversary Fellowship 
#4391 from individual donors. In addition, our 2014 Garden Tour 
raised $21,275. We've made a significant contribution to the mis-
sion of AAUW this year! 

Donors to the Branch Fellowship: Karen Abu-Hamdeh, Asha Bajaj, 
Arlene Barnett, Sylvia Benzler, Sonya Borlandelli, Joan Buchanan, 
Linda Bushnell, Connie Cady, Teresa Cheung, Pat DeRensis, Sue 
DeVoe, Bette Felton, Charla Gabert,  Marianne Gagen, Luisa Han-
sen, Kathy Hixon, Mary Ann Hruska, Carol Kennedy, Roseann 
Krane, Marilyn Lawver, Harlean L'Engle, Mala Marcus, Joan Man-
cuso-Adair, Susan Mann, Merilyn Milam, Laurie Miller, Mary Mix, 
Bev Nidick, Carla Pancheco, Diana Sanderson-Mori, Holly Sauer, 
Cynthia Savell, Gus Slavin, Nona Thomas, Marcia Steinhardt, Liz 
Williams.                                                                                           §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Please mark your calendar for the Forum special interest group, Jan-
uary 28st at Cherubini's in Alamo.  Contact Asha Bajaj for info. 

Art & Garden:   
Yosemite:  A Storied 

Landscape 

January 21, 9:30 AM - 
3:30 PM 

Join us for a 1:00 pm Docent 
Tour of the California Histori-
cal Society's "Yosemite: A 
Storied Landscape" in San 
Francisco.  Celebrate the 150
-year anniversary of the Yo-
semite Grant, establishing the 
Yosemite Valley and the Mar-
iposa Grove of Giant Sequoi-
as as the nation's first pro-
tected wilderness,   

This exhibition brings surpris-
ing, poignant, revealing, and 
sometimes tragic human sto-
ries of this land to life through 
photographs, videos, art-
works, historic objects, and 
words. 

We meet at 9:30 AM at Syca-
more Park n' Ride and Alamo 
Safeway Plaza to carpool to 
the 10:05 AM Walnut Creek 
BART. We'll lunch in San 
Francisco. Admission is 
$5.00/person. Contact 
Jacque Schubert for more 
info or to sign up.                  §                                                  

It’s 2015 Local Scholarship Application Time! 
Mary Mix & Marcia Steinhardt, Co-Chairs 

Do you have a connection with a young woman pursuing a Bache-
lor’s or Graduate degree? We are now accepting applications from 
eligible candidates for our Local Scholarship Awards.  Applicants 
must have either resided in the Walnut Creek city limits or its unin-
corporated area boundaries or in the San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District area boundaries while attending public or private 
high school, or currently reside within these boundaries.  Under-
graduate candidates must have at least junior standing at a 4-year 
college or university no later than the fall of 2015 and candidates 
pursuing an advanced degree must be accepted at an accredited 4
-year college or university no later than the fall of 2015. 

Please encourage candidates to visit our website at:  
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015-scholarship/. Application forms and 
eligibility requirements are explained in full detail at our website.   §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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2014 Holiday Home Tour Quilt Winner:  Sharon Edwards, AAUW Member Livermore/Pleasanton/Dublin 
 

Congratulations to Sharon Edwards, winner of the beautiful quilt made and donated by Mary Mix and her late sister Bonnie. At the end of Sat-
urday's Holiday Home Tour, Kathie Hixon drew Sharon’s winning ticket.  Sharon is a lifetime member of AAUW.  Her grandmother was a quilt-
er and made beautiful quilts which were sold to supplement the family's income. Sharon never received one of her grandmother's quilts as 
they all had to be sold. She was extremely happy and grateful to receive this beautiful quilt for her home. 

Thank you all for your donations and participation in this year's quilt drawing. Special thanks go to our own special and extremely generous 
member, Mary Mix.                                                                                                                                                                                                 §                                        

Big Success!!! 2014 Holiday Home Tour  
Ticket Sales & Donations: $17,330 

Boutique & Candy Sales:  $314 
Quilt Drawing, Donated by Mary Mix: 

$1,005  
Anna Freitas & Roseann Krane, HHT Co-Chairs 

Our 2014 Holiday Home Tour, held December 12th and 13th, 
raised $18,335 in income.  525 tickets were sold.  The unfor-
tunate timing of the huge storm reduced our sales during the 
last week to the lowest level in the past three years.  Without 
the rain, we were on track to sell $21,000 in ticket sales. 

Our community really enjoyed the tour.  Mothers and daugh-
ters, girlfriends, and 50 new participants viewed these four 
homes.  Shuttle drivers and head house docents reported 
delightfully positive reviews of the favorite houses.   

Thank you for offering your time and baked foods for the 
tour. Over 151 members, husbands, and friends helped 
make this event a success. Please see our Thank You Letter 
for more detailed recognition of our volunteers and leaders.   

Roseann and I are very grateful to the outpouring of support 
for the tour.  It does take a village (and more) to put on this 
important fund raiser and beloved community event.            §                                                                                 

President’s Message   
Mary Ellen Blake 

President 2014-2015 

Happy New Year!  Oh my, where did the old one go and how did it go so fast?   

A new year is a reminder to celebrate all the things we accomplished in 2014.  
However, right now I would like to look forward, not back.  But before I do, I 
would like to thank each and every one of our members who so graciously 
gave of their time and talents to make this another successful year.  You la-
dies are downright awesome! 

Now back to looking ahead.  We’ve had some great programs over the past 
few years but do they cover what you want to hear or learn about?  We would 
like your feedback – the good, the bad, or the ugly.  Is there an area we’re not 
covering with our programs that you’d like to know more about?  Please let us 
know.  If you have any recommendations for speakers, again, let us know.  

To paraphrase Lincoln, our organization should be ’of the members, by the 
members, and for the members’. So members, please let me know (Mary 
Ellen Blake!), not only about programs, but about any suggestions you might 
have to help us become a more ‘for the members’ organization. 

I hope you all have a happy, healthy, and rewarding 2015, and again, thank 
you for a terrific 2014.                                                                                      §                                                                                                                                                                  
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The American Association of   

University Women (AAUW) is the na-
tion’s leading voice promoting equity and 
education for women and girls.  
 

Our Mission: AAUW advances equity for 
women and girls through advocacy, educa-
tion, philanthropy, and research.   
 

Our Value Promise: By joining AAUW, 
you belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers 
so that all women and girls have a fair 
chance. 
 

Our Vision:  AAUW empowers all women 
and girls to reach their highest potential. 
 

The Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

branch promotes and supports our AAUW 
mission through local scholarships, AAUW 
program support, panel discussions, and 

topical guest speakers.   
 

Please learn more about us at  

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/   

Contact us at daw-aauw@gmail.com  

 Holly Sauer,  Editor 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

AAUW 

P.O. Box 996 

Alamo, CA 94507 

Upcoming Events & Activities Calendar 

Jan. 15 

Jan. 29  

Feb. 28  

Mar. 7 

Mar. 21 

April 15 

April 18 

April 22 

May 8-9 

June 11 

June 18-21 

Goldiblox:  Building blocks inspire future women engineers 

New Member Event at Tena Gallagher’s home 

Expanding Your Horizons Math/Science Day 

International Relations Program, TBD 

N. CA AAUW Leadership Training Day 

Madam Mars:  Women and the Quest for Worlds Beyond 

AAUW CA State Annual Meeting 

Member Creativity Night 

Danville-Alamo-WC Garden Tour 

2015-2016 Installation & Awards Ceremony 

AAUW National Convention in San Diego, CA 

The Hellebore Neighborhood Group       

Left to right:, back row:  Melanie Wade, Pam Burdu-
sis, Sandy Killoran, Norma Stephenson.  Front 
Row:  Joan Reynolds                                               §                                                        

Spring Garden Tour:  May 8 & 9, 2015 
Call for Team Leads & Volunteers 

Plans are underway for our annual DAW-AAUW Garden Tour. 
A variety of beautiful gardens will be featured for anoth-
er outstanding tour. Please reserve the dates on your calendar.  

All proceeds from our annual Garden Tour go to AAUW Funds, 
the educational heart and soul of AAUW. AAUW Funds support 
ground-breaking research, scholarships and grants for aspiring 
women scholars. Our 2015 goal is to raise $25,000 by selling 
750 to 800 tickets. 

To meet this goal, we need everyone's help.  This year no one 
has stepped up to be Garden Tour Chair, so we are looking for 
members to help as a team lead for one of these posi-
tions: Refreshments, Ticket Sales, Home Selection, Ticket/Flyer 
Messaging, Docent Coordination, Publicity, and Restaurants.  

Also, your support as a docent is critical to our success. To 
ensure the safety for our guests and security for the homeown-
ers, we will need over 120 docents. Please volunteer three 
hours of your time to help.  You can sign up to volunteer at our 
website, at our January 29 Branch New Member Welcome, and 
at all AAUW branch meetings. You may also contact Mary Ellen 
Blake.                                                                                         § 

New Member Event:  January 29 at 6:00 PM!  
Don’t miss our next New Member Event at the home of Tena Gallagher. 

January 29 at 6 PM.  This will be a fun get-together for  all members and a 

great opportunity to meet our newest members.  Please RSVP to Tena 

Gallagher no later than January 25.                                                            §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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