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Annual Installation and Awards Ceremony 

June 11, 2015, 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

Holly Sauer’s Garden 

Featuring: 

2015-2016 Branch Executive Board Installation 

Local Scholarship Presentations 

50-year AAUW Member Recognitions 

AAUW Funds Branch Named Gift Honorees 

AAUW Funds Contribution Recognitions 

Please join us for a relaxing and fun evening in the 

warmth of friends and a lovely outdoor setting.  

Visit http://daw-ca.aauw.net/installation/ for more information 

RSVP by Friday, June 5 to Holly Sauer. 

No Cost, Member-only event 

Light refreshments and beverages will be served 

 

The Advocate 
 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net                   June 2015 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/installation/
mailto:holly.gr8f8@gmail.com


Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW - The Advocate 

June 2015                                                                                                                                                        http://daw-ca.aauw.net 

Please Support  
Our Advertisers 

Our Branch is #2 in 2014 Donations to AAUW Funds 
Carol Kennedy, AAUW Funds VP 

AAUW Funds recognizes these Branch members for their generous 
contributions: Karen Abu-Hamdeh, Asha Bajaj, Sylvia Benzler, Mary 
Ellen Blake, Marian Bliss, Sonya Borlandelli, Dee Brook, Connie Ca-
dy, Teresa Cheung, Susan Devoe, Pat DeRensis, Phyllis Duggan, 
Bette Felton, Cathleen Freeman, Charla Gabert, Marianne Gagen, 
Tena Gallagher, Luisa Hansen, Jo Harberson, Kathie Hixon, Mary 
Ann Hruska, Carol Kennedy, Roseann Krane, Marilyn Lawver, Nancy 
Lennstrom, Joan Mancuso-Adair, Merilyn Milam, Laurie Miller, Mary 
Mix, Candice Newburn, Bev Nidick, Carla Pancheco, Sharon Ritchey, 
Diana Sanderson-Mori, Cynthia Savell, Holly Sauer, Ann Shelton, 
Cindy Silva, Martha Slavin, Diane Stangel, Marcia Steinhardt, Joyce 
Tenney, Nona Thomas, Paula Weintraub, Liz Williams, Chris Winter. 

Thanks all members who made an individual donation in 2014.         §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Neighborhood Groups  
Robin Halloran, Sandy Killoran,  

& Norma Spencer 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 

Another successful year has come to a 
close, but the fun will continue. 

In August, a welcoming party for the new 
and continuing Neighborhood Group 

Leaders will be held at the home of Sandy Killoran.  The committee 
is hoping that this past year’s enthusiastic leaders will continue 

and new Neighborhood Group Leaders will join the team.  

One of Mary Ellen’s goals for this past year was to have fun and her 
message has been carried over to the Neighborhood Groups. Please 
consider joining the fun as a Neighborhood Group Leader.   Con-
tact Robin Halloran, Sandy Killoran, or Norma Spencer to learn more 
about it.                                                                                               §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Women’s Issues 
Cynthia Savell,  

Women’s Issues Co-Chair 
In America now, more than 89% of all 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) jobs are in fields of com-
puting and engineering, yet women 
make up just 26% and 12% of 

the  computing and engineering workforces respectively.  

The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that by 2020 over 9.2 mil-
lion jobs will be in the STEM fields, and approximately 4.6 million will 
be in computing or information technology. Demand for the services 
provided by this industry has created a large number of fast growing 
and high paying jobs but it fails to include a substantial number of 
women.  

The STEM Opportunities Act of 2015 (H.R. 467) includes strong 
efforts to broaden participation and include women and minorities in 
pursuing academic and career goals in STEM professions. The 
STEM Gateways Act (S1183 and H.R. 840) provides federal grants 
to reduce barriers deterring girls and minorities from pursuing career 
goals in STEM professions.  

AAUW has written a letter to Congress in support of the Stem bills:  
http://www.aauw.org/resource/letter-to-congress-supporting-stem-
bills/  Your help is also needed to broaden opportunities for women 
and minorities in the STEM fields.  AAUW has established a Two-
Minute Activist link on their website in support of STEM at http://
www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/.  At this 
site you may read more about the legislation and send a personal-
ized note to your Members of Congress in support of the STEM 
Gateway Act and STEM Opportunities Act.                                       §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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President’s Message 

Mary Ellen Blake 
 

I've been trying to figure out a way to 
sign off on my year as presi-
dent.  How best could I describe the 
year? After much thought, a line from 
Charles Dickens came to mind; “It 
was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times.”  This really wasn't 
what I wanted to say so I did a bit 
more thinking and the title of a Leone 
movie came to mind; The Good, the 

Bad and the Ugly.  But that didn't work either.  Finally, after even 
more thinking, a quote from Samuel Beckett seemed to describe it 
best “How time flies when one has fun!”   

One of our major goals this past year was to put more fun into vol-
unteering and, to some extent, I think we achieved that.  I now sign 
off with the hope that you will help our incoming Co-Presidents, 
Kathy McKnight and Liz Williams, continue working on our goal of 
having fun.  

Thank you all for  an unforgettable year.  I hope you realize what a 
marvelous and generous group of ladies you are.                            §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2015-2016  
Membership Renewal  

Now Due 

Soni Leighton,  
Membership Co-Chair 

Annual AAUW Membership runs 
from July 1st through June 30th of 

each year.  Our annual membership renewal is due on or before June 
30th.  However, so we have time to submit our roster to National, we 
are asking everyone to please submit your renewal  before June 
20th.  Our dues are now $90 due to a $4 increase passed by Califor-
nia members last year.   

Renew your membership online: http://daw-ca.aauw.net/membership-
payment/.  For questions, email daw.aauwmembership@gmail or con-
tact Soni Leighton.                                                                                §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

AAUW National Elections Open Through June, 19 
Your vote is important for 2015-2017 decisions.  Critical items up for 
your vote are our AAUW Board of Directors, Public Policy Program 
updates and By-Laws amendments.  Changes include eliminating the 
degree requirement for membership, so they impact us at our branch 
level!  Visit the AAUW National Election webpage at http://
www.aauw.org/resource/national-election/ for full information about all 
proposed changes and to cast your ballot.  §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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Do You Want To See More Pictures of AAUW Friends and Activities? 

Please send pictures in jpeg format to Holly Sauer, Advocate Editor, with a caption describing the activity and identifying the members in the 
picture.  If received before the 15th of the month, it will be included in the next Advocate.  If received later, it will be included in the following 
Advocate.  Thank you!                                                                                                                                                                                             §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Erin Beable received a BA in American Studies at San Francisco 
State University.  She is in the Lacewings neighborhood group. 

Elle Bonner received a BS in Business at San Francisco State Uni-
versity. She is in the Butterfly neighborhood group. 

Sue Brandy received a BA in Sociology at Cal State University 
Northridge and a MSW in Social Work at San Jose State University.  
She is in the Bumblebee neighborhood group. 

Gwen Cole received a BA in Social Science at San Diego State Uni-
versity.  She is in the Bumblebee neighborhood group. 

Kathleen Gage received a BA in Political Science at UC Berkeley and 
received a MA in American Studies at the University of Sussex, Bright-
on, UK. She is in the Hellebore neighborhood group. 

Susan Hinzie received a BBA in Marketing at the University of Hou-
ston.  She is in the Hummingbird neighborhood group. 

Patricia Pinckney received a BS in Accounting/Business at San Jose 
State University. She is in the Hummingbird neighborhood group. 

 

Joanne Quijano received a BS in Computer Science at Michigan 
State University and a MS in Electrical Engineering & Computer Sci-
ence at UC Berkeley. She is in the Hummingbird neighborhood group. 

Lakshmi Sreenivasan received a BS in Chemistry and Bio-chemistry 
at Madras University in India and a MS in Food and Nutrition at Ohio 
University. She is in the Hellebore neighborhood group. 

Peng Van Etten received a BS in Economics at Queen’s University, 
Belfast, N. Ireland.  She is in the Butterfly neighborhood group. 

Carol Varian received a BA in English at the University of Vermont 
and a MA in Special Education at Eastern Michigan University. She is 
in the Delphinium neighborhood group. 

Cheryl Wellman received a BA in Social Science at San Jose State 
University. She is in the Peony neighborhood group. 

Robin Williams, a returning member of our branch, received a BA in 
multiple subjects at San Francisco State University.  She is in the But-
terfly neighborhood group.                                                                    §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Welcome New Members! 

For more information about our new members, visit http://daw-ca.aauw.net/welcomenew/. 

Five members of the Bumblebee neighborhood 

group (parts of south Walnut Creek and Alamo) 

met for wine. cheese and a selfie photo in May. 

To find your neighborhood group contact Nor-

ma Spencer of Hospitality.  Pictured, left to right: 

Barbra Crumley, Karen Large, Mary Twist, 

Adrienne Torp, and host Marlene Marcus.         §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Left to right: Kathleen Kish, Patricia Pinkney, 

and Luisa Hansen 

On Saturday April 25, members enjoyed a 

delicious lunch and informative presentation 

about women in the U.S. flight to MARS pro-

gram.   

Left to right: Beth Rogozinsky Transmedia film 

producer and founder of the internationally 

renowned SFSU Multimedia Studies Program, 

Melanie Wade Program co-chair, and Jan 

Millsapps, Phd, interactive cinema producer, 

novelist and Mars One astronaut finalist.       §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

The Devil Mountain 5K and 10K run/walk, a 

30+ years community tradition with pro-

ceeds going to the Discovery Counseling 

Center in Danville, took place on May 4th 

and was enjoyed by walkers (left to right): 

Anna Freitas, Kathie Hixon, Marian Bliss, 

and Kerry Montalvo. It was a beautiful 

morning for walking and talking.                 §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Our incoming 2015-2016 AAUW Danville-

Alamo-Walnut Creek Co-Presidents left to 

right:  Liz Williams and Kathy McKnight.       §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Our 2014 Tech Trek campers.  Campers 

attended Sonoma State.                             §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
mailto:holly.gr8f8@gmail.com
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/welcomenew/
mailto:normatspencer@aol.com
mailto:normatspencer@aol.com


The Advocate 

June, 2015                                                                                                                                               daw-ca.aauw.net 

2015 Tech Trek:  
Recipients & Program 

Helga Glasson, Chair &  
Loretta Altshuler,  
Incoming Chair 

Congratulations to our 2015 Tech 
Trek Girls attending Sonoma State 
University this Summer for Tech 
Trek Camp:  

 Nicolette Bond - Walnut Creek Intermediate 

 Mofunoluwake “Foluke” Salami - Walnut Creek Intermediate 

 Laura Boyle - Foothill 

 Liz Webster - Foothill 

 Keah Sharma - Los Cerros 

 Alyssa Coleman - Los Cerros 

 Esha Vaishnav - Stone Valley 

 Anastasia Uhland - Stone Valley 

 Juliana “Jules” Girdner - Diablo Vista 

 Caitlyn Kim - Diablo Vista 

 Grace True - Charlotte Wood 

 Wajiha Syed - Charlotte Wood 

Tech Trek Science Camp, sponsored by AAUW, is a summer pro-
gram for girls entering 8th grade. Students preview college life at a 
nearby university campus, attending classes in the fields of math, 
science and technology. Classes feature hands-on experiments and 
the girls learn that math and science can be fun. AAUW volunteers 
serve as camp directors, health aides and chaperones.  

Seventh grade science and math teachers nominate students to at-
tend Tech Trek Science Camp. Our branch Tech Trek Committee 
makes the final selection of campers and our branch provides the 
funding for 12 students from six Danville, Alamo, and Walnut Creek 
middle schools in our service area to attend camp.                            §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

2015 Garden Tour Results 
Kathy McKnight, Co-President Elect 

Our 2015 Garden Tour was held Mother’s Day weekend, May 8 - 9 

and featured six beautiful gardens.  Although attendance was lower, 

about 300 fewer tickets were sold than 2014, we still had a success-

ful tour. 384 tickets were sold for a total of $12,710. We also had a 

great selection of baskets and other items for the drawing.  The 

drawing earned an additional $3,020 for a tour total of $15,730.  This 

is $349 more than the drawing earned last year.  Special thanks to 

Linda Reeve for her generous contribution to our basket contents. 

Thursday before the tour, we were blessed with some rain and then 

sunshine, which made several of the gardens pop with color. The 

weather cooperated and provided us with two mild and sunny days. 

Refreshments were served in a hilltop garden overlooking Mt. Diablo 

and the valley below. The other gardens included a Certified Wildlife 

Habitat in a peaceful setting, an entertainment garden with outdoor 

kitchen, bar and swimming pool, a home and garden blending indoor 

and outdoor living for a comfortable family and guest setting, a reno-

vated family home with a beautiful dry rock streambed and stunning 

arbors with roses and Clematis, and a lovely retirement garden 

carved from a hillside with room for vegetables and numerous out-

door dining and sitting areas for relaxation. 

A big thank you to everyone who helped make this another success-

ful year, we appreciate your time and contributions.  A list of all our 

wonderful volunteers and donors can be found at http://daw-

ca.aauw.net/garden/.                                                                         §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Our Six Beautiful 2015 Gardens 
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The American Association of  

University Women (AAUW) is the na-
tion’s leading voice promoting equity and 
education for women and girls.  
 

Our Mission: AAUW advances equity for 
women and girls through advocacy, educa-
tion, philanthropy, and research.   
 

Our Value Promise: By joining AAUW, 
you belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers 
so that all women and girls have a fair 
chance. 
 

Our Vision:  AAUW empowers all women 
and girls to reach their highest potential. 
 

The Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

branch promotes and supports our AAUW 
mission through local scholarships, AAUW 
program support, panel discussions, and 

topical guest speakers.   
 

Please learn more about us at  

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/   

Contact us at daw-aauw@gmail.com  

 Holly Sauer,  Editor 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

AAUW 

P.O. Box 996 

Alamo, CA 94507 

Upcoming Events & Activities Calendar 

June 11 

June 18-21 

2015-2016 Installation & Awards Ceremony 

AAUW National Convention in San Diego, CA 

Art & Garden:  
Centennial Celebration  

1915 Panama Pacific  
International Exhibition 

Thursday, June 4,  
Museum of the San Ramon 

Valley 
To celebrate the 1915 Panama Pacific International Exhibition’s centennial, 
we will see "California Invites the World" at our local Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley. Our own branch member, Carmen Curtis, will be our guide 
at 10:30 am and cost is $5/person. We will lunch in Danville after our tour. 

In 1915, nearly 20 million people visited this Exposition trumpeting the res-
toration of San Francisco after the 1906 earthquake and the opening of the 
Panama Canal. The sole remaining building from the fair is our beloved 
Palace of Fine Arts, incomparably designed by Bernard Maybeck. All other 
buildings were demolished. This exhibition is a pooling of resources by all 
the major museums in San Francisco and the Oakland Museum of Califor-
nia.  

For more information or to sign up, contact Jacque Schubert.                     §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SAVE THE DATE!   Annual Membership Brunch:  
September 19, 2015 at Round Hill Country Club.                                       §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

2015 Local Scholarships 

Mary Mix ,  
Local Scholarships Co-Chair 

Our thanks to the Local Scholarship 
committee members: Robin Halloran, 
Martha Slavin and Gerry Washa-
lawski.  With co-chairs Mary Mix and 
Marcia Steinhardt, this committee 
selected our branch local scholarship 

nominees from the pool of applicants and all have been ap-
proved by our branch board.   

We are pleased to have chosen 4 deserving young wom-
en.  Please join us at our Installation event on June 11 to meet 
and congratulate our scholarship recipients and learn about 
their accomplishments and plans.                                            §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Beads2Jewelry 
On Thursday June 4 at 1 PM, everyone is invited to participate in our fun 
group. We will meet at the home of Roseann Krane. Please RSVP to 
Roseann if you would like to attend and receive the project information. 

We will meeting through the summer on the first Thursday of each month: 
July 2, August  6, and September 3.                                                            §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Women on 20’s 
Karen Large,  

Legal Advocacy 
Could this be our new $20 bill? 
Harriet Tubman, known for her 
courage and savvy in liberating 
slaves via the Underground 

Railroad, could become the first female face in history on 
American paper currency. A grass-roots campaign called 
Women on 20s conducted a nationwide vote and has peti-
tioned President Obama with 100,000 signatures to have the 
winner, abolitionist Harriet Tubman, replace President Andrew 
Jackson on the $20 bill in the year 2020. Close contenders to 
appear on the bill were Eleanor Roosevelt and Rosa Parks. 
The decision rests with the Secretary of the Treasury, but is 
influenced by a recommendation from the President.              §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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