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11th Annual Holiday Home Tour 

Friday and Saturday, December 11 and 12, 2015 

Roseann Krane and Teresa Cheung 

2015 Holiday Home Tour Co-Chairs  

aauwhht@gmail.com  
 

Bring your friends and join us this year on our fabulous Holiday Home Tour.  We will showcase five 

beautiful, festively decorated homes in Danville and San Ramon. Your tickets of $35 each will help 

local women scholars advance their higher education and send 12 middle school girls in the Danville, 

Alamo and Walnut Creek communities to a one-week Tech Trek math-science camp for girls in a 

university setting. 

 

Tickets are $35 each. A senior discount of $5 will be offered through 

Saturday, December 5th. Purchase your tickets now. 

 

To purchase online: Visit our web site http://daw-ca.aauw.net/hht2015. 

To purchase via US Mail: Send a check postmarked by December 5th payable to Danville-

Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW with a self-addressed stamped #10 business size envelope to: AAUW 

Holiday Home Tour, P.O. Box 996, Alamo, Ca 94507. 

To purchase in person: Visit East Bay Flower Company, 206 Sycamore Valley Road West 

(Danville Livery) Mon-Sat 9-5. (cash or check only). 

 

Please, no children under 12 or pets. Tour tickets are not tax deductible. 

 

During the two tour days, we will staff 4-6 volunteers as docents for 4 shifts at each of the  

five holiday homes (Friday and Saturday morning and afternoon) and provide home baked  

finger foods such as cookies and brownies for our tour guests. We need approximately  

40 people to bake.  

    DAW-AAUW members: Please volunteer your time and home-made desserts.  

    Email aauwhht@gmail.com or visit http://daw-ca.aauw.net/hhtvolunteers/. 

mailto:aauwhht@gmail.com
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/hht2015
mailto:aauwhht@gmail.com
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/hhtvolunteers/
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Presidents’ Message  

Kathy McKnight &  
Liz Williams, Co-Presidents 
 

 
Once the Labor Day Holiday has come and gone, the rest of 
the calendar year seems to fly by in an instant.  That is why it 
is so important to take a moment now to reflect on the AAUW 
organization, our branch, and our mission.  

Our September Brunch and general meeting provided us with 
an opportunity to witness first-hand how we achieve progress 
toward our mission to advance equity for women and girls 
though advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. Tech 
Trek is a summer camp for girls who are interested in pursu-
ing careers in science, technology, engineering and math. 
The girls who were recipients of the campership awards 
spoke at this event. Listening to them reflect on how the sum-
mer camp experience helped them progress in their educa-
tion reminded me of the reason we are members of this or-
ganization and how important our work is to these young 
women. They were so accomplished and inspiring.  

At the last board meeting, the board voted on and approved 
sending another twelve girls to Tech Trek camp next summer.   
The funding for these campers is raised through your dona-
tions and our upcoming Holiday Home Tour.  The tour is 
scheduled for Friday and Saturday, December 11 and 12.   
Now is the time to put the planning in place to ensure a suc-
cessful fundraiser for next summer’s Tech Trek recipients, as 
well as our local scholarship recipients. 

Please add your name to our list of volunteers for the 
Holiday Home Tour.  It takes only a few minutes to sign up 
and be a part of our success. Visit our HHT website page or 
contact our co-chairs, Roseann Krane or Teresa Cheung                        

For branch questions, please contact Kathy McKnight or Liz 
Williams.                                                                                  §                                         

AAUW Fund Donations 

Carol Highton 
AAUW Fund  
Vice President 

Now is the time to make indi-
vidual tax deductible donations 
to AAUW Fund before the end 
of the calendar year.  In 2014, 
our branch placed 4th of all 
branches nation-wide for giv-
ing.  Let’s do it again this year! 

Our commitment to AAUW 
Fund is the backbone of our 
organization, enabling more 
women to break barriers, 
achieve equality and make a 

real difference in today’s world.   

We encourage you to designate your donation to the Danville
-Alamo-Walnut Creek Branch 45

th
 Anniversary Fellowship     

# 9110 (Educational Opportunities) by writing this on the 
memo line of your check.  Your fundraising letter will be in 
your mailbox soon with all the details. 

* Please note that the name has just changed from AAUW 
Funds to AAUW Fund (singular).                                            §                                                                                                                                                                                  

daw-ca.aauw.net/hhtvolunteers
mailto:rkrane@yahoo.com
mailto:aauwteresa@gmail.com
mailto:kathymcknight@comcast.net
mailto:aauwlizwilliams@gmail.com
mailto:aauwlizwilliams@gmail.com
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Tech Trek Goes National 
Loretta Altshuler 
Tech Trek Chair 

In October, the AAUW National Tech 
Trek Program announced that Califor-
nia’s Tech Trek camps are now part of 
the National Tech Trek Program. 

In 2015, Tech Trek was a great suc-
cess, providing 1,500 sponsorship op-
portunities to middle school students 
entering 8th grade, allowing them to 

attend STEM classes at camps across the country.  

What does this mean for our branch?  

AAUW National will now act as the fiscal agent for all AAUW 
National Tech Trek Program camps, including those in Cali-
fornia.  However, each camp in California will continue to 
have its own fund. We send our sponsorship recipients to 
Sonoma State University.  

When making a personal, corporate or special interest group 
donation to support our branch Tech Trek program, continue 
to send your check to: 

AAUW Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek  
Attention: Tech Trek Chair 
PO Box 996, Alamo, CA 94507 

The check must be made out to "AAUW". 
Specify Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek Branch, Sonoma 
State University on the memo line. 

Unfortunately, if you donate online our branch will not receive 
credit for a sponsorship camper. At this time the system is 
unable to identify a specific branch.  

All Tech Trek donations are tax deductible!  The Tech Trek 
program is a 501(c)3 charity.  

Please contact Loretta Altshuler with any questions.  

Thank you for your donations!                                                 

* Please note that AAUW National has changed the word 

“scholarship” to “sponsorship” for Tech Trek.                         §                                                                                                                            

Art & Garden  
Peerless Coffee & Tea  

Museum 
Wednesday, November 18, we will 

travel to Jack London Square for a free tour  of the Peerless 
Coffee & Tea Museum and enjoy lunch after the tour. 

John Vukasin, a Yugoslavian immigrant in 1920, dreamed of 
establishing a custom gourmet coffee roaster combining Euro-
pean coffees with guaranteed freshness and impeccable ser-
vice.  Peerless Coffee Company was created in 1924. Today, 
the 3rd generation of Vukasin's run this truly family business. 

Sonja Vukasin will guide us through the museum.  She began 
collecting coffee, tea, and spice antiques more than 40 years 
ago and created the museum with the help of the Oakland 
Museum designer, Ted Cohen.    

We meet at 9:45 am at Sycamore Park n' Ride or Alamo Safe-
way Plaza to carpool.  After the 10:30 tour, we will lunch in 
Jack London Square.  Contact Jacque Schubert for more info 
or to sign up.                                                                            §                                                                                                                            

Expanding Your  
Horizons Conference    

February 27, 2016 

Susan Terzuoli 
EYH Co-Chair 

Save The Date!  Please participate in this rewarding and 
life-changing conference for 6

th
 to 12

th
 grade young women -  

EXPANDING YOUR HORIZONS (EYH).  The goal of the con-
ference is to introduce young women to a variety of interesting 
and challenging careers in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, while encouraging these girls to keep their 
career options open with science and math courses in junior 
and senior high school. 

We need your help to make this year’s conference an out-
standing one! Our branch provides room assistants for the 30 
workshops offered at the conference.  No experience or STEM 
background is required. Please volunteer for a morning or an 
afternoon shift, both if your time permits. Your time directly 
impacts young women's career options and can be a very re-
warding experience for you.    

Please contact Susan Terzuoli for questions and to volunteer.         
§                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

mailto:jacqueschubert@comcast.net
mailto:susanterz@hotmail.com
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2015 Legislative Update - AAUW California 

Nancy Mahr, AAUW CA Public Policy Committee 
Co-Chair  

The 2015 legislative year began slowly in January but soon heated up in part due to our  participation in  a new, exciting coali-
tion –Str♀nger California Advocates Network.  This coalition, organized by the Women’s Policy Institute, was made up of two 
dozen groups, some with established Capitol credentials and many new to advocacy but with significant experience in working 
with communities affected by the four pillars of the California women’s economic agenda.  Our agenda had four established pil-
lars under which two dozen bills on which we advocated as a coalition were categorized. 

Pillar One – Fair Pay and Job Opportunities 
Pillar Two – Access to Childcare 
Pillar Three – Family Friendly Workplace 
Pillar Four – Eradicating Poverty  

AAUW California’s agenda primarily focused on Pillar One – Fair Pay and Job Opportunities, and supported many of the 
Str♀nger California bills with a few non-coalition bills added, but we were very deliberate that our focus was Fair Pay. We spon-
sored Assembly Concurrent Resolution 50 (Gonzalez) to bring attention to Equal Pay Day, and cosponsored with the California 
Employment Lawyers Association a bill on closing the gender wage gap, that if the Governor had signed the bill, would have 
made California first in the nation to have a bill prohibiting employers from using prior salary history to establish new pay.  Unfor-
tunately AB 1017 (Campos) was vetoed, along with another progressive bill to attack the gender wage gap, AB 1354 (Dodd) 
requiring state contractors to have plans in place for fighting gender pay inequities.   

The vetoes occurred on the last day the Governor could act, October 11
th
, by citing our biggest victory of the year, Senate Bill 

358 (Jackson), which he signed, as the reason.  SB 358 was a sorely needed update to California’s Fair Pay Act.  Not only does 
it prohibit retaliation for disclosing wages amongst coworkers, but closes a huge loophole used by employers when employees 
sued for wage discrimination based on gender.  This was a tremendous victory that received national attention, the importance 
of which should not be discounted amidst our disappointment with the vetoes; but we know from the AAUW Analysis of Gender 
Pay Laws by State that multiple avenues of addressing this problem are needed.  This is particularly true after the recent disap-
pointing news from the Census that the gender pay gap has barely budged in the last decade. 

We’ll be back.  Perhaps not in 2016 but sooner rather than later.  We’ll take time to marshal our forces and stock our ammunition 
(data).  Part of what would be helpful in the fight are YOUR STORIES.  In talking with people about the bill, there was an amaz-
ing number who’d either personally been affected or knew someone who had  been disadvantaged by having to disclose their 
prior salary history in order to apply for a job.  It can vary from failure to get an interview because your credentials were as-
sessed using your low salary as a proxy, and by that measure you were deemed unqualified and therefore not worthy of an in-
terview.  It could be you were paid below the established range, or less than a colleague because the company policy was to 
pay prior salary plus x% only.  Summit your stories to legislativeadvocate@aauw-ca.org.  Please include your contact infor-
mation and if you’d be willing to be public with your story.  

Meanwhile, we hope to have our Fair Pay poster person, Aileen Rizo-Acosta, at our 2016 California meeting to talk about the 
impact of using prior salary history to establish new wages.  Aileen and her family traveled to Sacramento from Fresno dozens 
of times to persuasively testify on both SB 358 and AB 1017 by relating her compelling story.   Read about her story here and 
follow her on Facebook.  Her lawsuit against her employer for paying her $20,000 below a less qualified male colleague be-
cause of her prior salary should be heard early in 2016, and we’ll make sure to update you. 

The new legislative year (2
nd

 year of a two year session) will begin January 4, 2016.  The website will be updated with our new 
agenda after the March Public Policy Committee.  Thanks to your support, especially our Two-Minute Activists, we are able to 
move our agenda forward.  See our entire legislative agenda and results here.  Please “like” us on Facebook, and follow us on 
Twitter using @aauwcalobbyist and @aauw_ca.                                                                                                                             §                                                                                                                                

https://astrongerca.wordpress.com/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publish.aspx?session=15&id=86d18572-6c2d-4694-9cb8-0ff25d633472
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWCA/photos/pb.141943652494170.-2207520000.1444780735./934962433192284/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWCA/photos/pb.141943652494170.-2207520000.1444780731./1009870435701483/?type=3&theater
mailto:legislativeadvocate@aauw-ca.org
http://www.equalpay.me/
https://www.facebook.com/fight4fairpay?fref=ts
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publish.aspx?session=15&id=86d18572-6c2d-4694-9cb8-0ff25d633472
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWCA
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The Ladybug neighborhood group enjoys wine and appetizers 
at Carol Highton’s home.  14 members attended.  Pictured, l-r:  
Carol Highton, Darlene Guzman, Liz Williams, Chris Winters, 
Katie Brandenburg, Jennifer Brandenburg, and Kathy Marke.  
Background:  Jacque Schubert, Jennifer Kroemenhoek.  

Neighborhood Lead & Photographer: Alicia Jones.                  §                                                                                                                               

The Wine Taster’s group enjoys fine wines and appetizers in Walnut 
Creek.  Approximately 28 members and guests attended.  Front row, l-r:  
Kathy Shea, Pete Shea, Sandy Killoran, and Farry Granzotto. Back row, 
l-r:  Margo Tullus, Mary Canapa, Norma Spencer, Mary Granzotto.    

Photographer: Wayne Spencer.                                                               §                                                                                                                            

Visit Cuba At A Very Historic Time 
The Oakland-Piedmont Branch of the American Association of University Women is organiz-
ing its second annual People to People Tour of Cuba for members of AAUW and their 
guests. The trip is led by Lenore Gallin, Professor of Anthropology, an AAUW member who 
has directed and led ten previous trips to Cuba for Diablo Valley College.  It is organized in 
conjunction with the Cuban Institute of Friendship with the People (Instituto Cubano De 
Amistad Con Los Pueblos) and Interplanner, one of the first Travel Groups authorized by the 
U.S. government to facilitate licensed travel from the U.S. to Cuba. 

A 15 day itinerary has been tailored for the branch and its participants in January 2016, focusing on meetings with members of 
the Cuban Parliament, the Cuban Federation of Women, and Committees for Defense of the Revolution.  Included are visits to 
schools, hospitals and six different World Heritage sites in six different cities throughout the island. All activities feature non-
strenuous walking at a relaxed pace. 

Visit the Oakland-Piedmont Branch website for details, or contact Professor Lenore Gallin at lgallin@dvc.edu with questions.    §                                                                                                                            
 

 

Can’t make the trip to Cuba in January?  Never fear, learn all about Cuba at our International Program on March 12, 2016! 
Lenore Gallin will be our guest speaker.  Caroline Sanchez, our International Relations Chair, is planning the event.  Please 

save the date of Saturday, March 12, 2016.  More information will be provided as it’s determined.                                               

Graciela Tiscareno-Sato, AAUW Career Development Grant Recipient 
The Impact of AAUW 

The Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette (OML) Branch will feature Graciela Tiscareno-Sato, Publisher, Speaker & Bi-
lingual STEM Consultant, on Tuesday November 17, 2015 at the Holy Trinity Serbian Cultural Center, 1700 
School Street, Moraga. Coffee will be served at 9:00 with the Program starting at 9:30 AM.  

A recipient of the AAUW Career Development Grant award, Grace will speak on the impact this award has 
had on her professional development as she transitioned from active duty Air Force to successful business 
owner.  Her company, Gracefully Global Group LLC is a Woman, Hispanic and Veteran-Owned Busi-

ness.  Grace received the 2014 White House Champion of Change, Women Veteran Leaders, and is a cofounder of the National 
Women Veterans Speakers Bureau.                                                                                                                                                 §                                                                               

Join The International Gourmet Dinner Group for a Delicious East Indian Cuisine Experience 

The International Gourmet  Dinner Group is open to all members and guests.  We will meet on November 13 at 6:30 pm. Our 
menu is East Indian cuisine, here is the menu.  Please send your RSVP to Roseann Krane with your choice of menu item.        §                                                                                                                            

http://oaklandpiedmont-ca.aauw.net/
mailto:lgallin@dvc.edu
http://www.aauw-da.org/gourmet/Indian/INDIAN.pdf
mailto:rkrane@yahoo.com
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The American Association of  

University Women (AAUW) is the na-

tion’s leading voice promoting equity and 

education for women and girls.  
 

Our Mission: AAUW advances equity for 

women and girls through advocacy, educa-

tion, philanthropy, and research.   
 

Our Value Promise: By joining AAUW, 

you belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers 

so that all women and girls have a fair 

chance. 
 

Our Vision:  AAUW empowers all women 

and girls to reach their highest potential. 
 

The Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

branch promotes and supports our AAUW 

mission through local scholarships, AAUW 

program support, panel discussions, and 

topical guest speakers.   
 

Visit our website at  http://daw-ca.aauw.net/   

Contact us at daw-aauw@gmail.com  

Like us on Facebook: Danville-Alamo-

Walnut Creek AAUW  

 Holly Sauer,  Editor 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 
AAUW 

P.O. Box 996 

Alamo, CA 94507 

Upcoming DAW Branch Events & Activities Calendar 
December 11 & 12, 10 AM - 4 PM 

January 21, 7 - 8:30 PM 

February, 9 AM - 4 PM 

March 12, 9:30 AM Social 10 AM Program 

April 15 - 17 

May 6 & 7, 10 AM - 4 PM 

11th Annual Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW Holiday Home Tour 

Human Trafficking in Bay Area, Veterans Memorial Bldg., 400 Hartz Ave., Danville 

Expanding Your Horizons, Los Positas College, Livermore 

International Program:  Cuba Today 

AAUW CA State Annual Meeting, San Mateo, more details to follow 

16th Annual Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW Garden Tour 

Do You Want To See More Pictures of AAUW  

Friends & Activities? 

Please send pictures in JPEG format to Holly Sauer, Advocate Editor, with a cap-
tion describing the activity and identifying the members in the picture.  Deadline for 
the Advocate is the 15th of each month.  Thank you!                                               §                                                          

AAUW Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek In The News 
Read All About It!  Our Annual Membership Brunch, held on Saturday September 19, was 
featured in the Inside Bay Area online news.  Read the wonderful article featuring our branch 
at Inside Bay Area News.                                                                                                          §                 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
mailto:daw-aauw@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DanvilleAlamoWalnutCreekAauw
https://www.facebook.com/DanvilleAlamoWalnutCreekAauw
mailto:holly.gr8f8@gmail.com
http://www.insidebayarea.com/news/ci_28865770/alamo:-american-association-of-university-women-branch-holds-annual-meeting

