
September 2014                                                                                                                                                           http://daw-ca.aauw.net 

 

 

The Advocate 
 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net                   September 2014 

AAUW BRANCH  
MEMBERSHIP BRUNCH 

Women in Film:   
From Evolution to Revolution 

Speaker:  Marilyn Fabe, PhD, UC Berkeley 
Senior Lecturer 

Saturday, September 27, 2014 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Roundhill Country Club 
3169 Roundhill Road, Alamo 

        Tena Gallagher & Soni Leighton, Membership Co-VPs 

Join us to hear a fantastic presentation about Women in Film from this 
year’s guest speaker, Marilyn Fabe, PhD, author, and retired Senior Lecturer 
at UC Berkeley.  Film buffs and non-film buffs alike will not want to miss this 
event.  This presentation is similar to one given by Ms. Fabe to a sold-out 
crowd at the Rossmoor Women's Conference.  

Marilyn has taught a wide variety of film courses for the Department of Film 
and Media at Berkeley, including many on the representation of women in 
film. Learn about the film industry through film clips and the role women 
played in that evolution. 

Bring a friend to introduce them to our branch and let them know this will be 
a “Shape the Future” event.  If they join at the brunch, they will get a re-
duced rate of only $61.50 instead of the regular $86 membership fee.  

The brunch also serves as our first general meeting of the year when mem-
bers are asked to approve both the annual budget and the nominating com-
mittee in addition to learning about our upcoming events.  A copy of the pro-
posed operating budget and a list of the proposed nominating committee 
members is located on the back page of this Advocate.  

Please send us your reservation as soon as possible. For further infor-
mation, contact our membership co-chairs Tena Gallagher at 925-837-0826 
or Soni Leighton at 925-286-1737. Mail the form below or pay on line at: 
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2014-membership-brunch/\                                       §                                                                                                                                           

Name_______________________________Phone________________________________Email____________________________________ 

I will be bringing a potential new member or guest.  Name(s):_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cost per person is $28 if received on or before September 14, $31 if received after this date. 

Total number attending___________________  Amount remitted______________________ 

Please mail this form and your check payable to Alamo-Danville-Walnut Creek AAUW, PO Box 996, Alamo, CA  94507 

President’s 
Message   

Mary Ellen Blake 
President 2014-2015 

Why do we have neighbor-
hood groups?  That's another question I'm frequently 

asked.  I think the following note is one of the reasons:  

"Dear Jessica, Thank You so much for the ride and I will let 
Sandy know I am coming thanks to your loving AAUW sister 
hood relationship. That is the total purpose of our neighbor-

hood groups to support independent women in a time of 

need. Blessings Joan" (from Castro Valley)   

I could not have scripted a better note.  In addition, the neigh-
borhood groups are a great way to introduce new members 
to their AAUW neighbors.  

I feel fortunate to be in an active neighborhood group.  We're 
having another pot luck this week and I'm looking forward to 
catching up on all the local news such as new grandchildren, 
interesting vacations, etc.  

And while we're on the subject of neighborhood groups, I'd 
like to introduce you to our Hospitality Chairs who oversee 
neighborhood groups among their many responsibilities: 
Sandy Killoran, Robin Halloran, and Norma Spencer.   

When I had trouble finding someone to take the Hospitality 
Chair position, Sandy agreed to do it if she could find a part-
ner.  As you see she found two, and others have volunteered 
to help out when needed.  In the future, I hope we can use 
this as a model for filling appointed positions.  If you're asked 
to help, before saying no, think about who it would be fun to 
work with. From what I can tell, the Hospitality ladies are hav-
ing fun as well as doing a great job.                                       § 
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Bonnie’s Legacy 
                      By Mary Mix 

An inspiring individual or mentor often fuels a talent that becomes a passion.  My sister Bonnie played 
that role in my life. She introduced me to quilting back in the early 80’s and it’s been an art that I’ve 
become passionate about throughout the years.   

On her 70th birthday, Bonnie was diagnosed with cancer. She was given 12–18 months to live. It was 
fortunate that she didn’t immediately lose her ability to sew, so she decided to make the very best of 
the time she had left.  She created quilts for all those people in her life that she loved who had not 
been a recipient of her talents in the past. One of these individuals was her daughter Brenda, who told 
her mom she wanted a “Double Wedding Ring” quilt.  

This is a very well known and challenging pattern in the quilting world.  I promised Bonnie I would be 
happy to help her with this project.  I flew back to Wisconsin in October of 2013 with all the pattern 

pieces cut and ready to sew. I got Bonnie situated behind her machine and kept feeding her pieces to sew, all 3,000 of them. I came home 
with all the crescents completed and set out to finish the piecing.  

I discovered that the pattern instructions were incorrect and that we had created many more crescents than necessary for one queen size 
quilt. I asked both Bonnie and Brenda if I could create a second quilt with these pieces and donate it to AAUW in support of the “Creative En-
deavors” scholarship.  

This quilt is the result of a beautiful collaboration on so many levels. We shared precious time together and completed two gifts of love, one 
that will last forever in her daughter’s eyes and another in support of a young individual seeking to complete their education.  

Bonnie passed away in late February of this year. In her last 24 months she was still able to complete and present 8 quilts to family and friends 
she cherished.  As a tribute to my sister, every quilt that I complete in the future will have her name stitched in the heart of the quilt. She con-
tinues to be my inspiration in many ways.  

*********************************** 
Please support our holiday quilt drawing and become a part of Bonnie’s legacy.  All proceeds benefit the AAUW Danville-Alamo Walnut Creek 
Creative Endeavors Local Scholarship, Tickets are $5 each, 6 for $20.  Sales begin at our Annual Membership Brunch on Saturday Septem-
ber 27 and continue through the last day of our Holiday Home Tour, December 12-13.  The winning ticket will be drawn at our Annual Holiday 
Party the evening of Saturday, December 13.  For additional information, please contact Liz Williams.                                                               §                                                                                

Public Policy:  Stay Informed, Stay Involved! 
Asha Bajaj, Bev Nidick, and Cynthia Savell - Co-Chairs  

This is an election year with several interesting ballot measures being considered on 

the Nov 4th ballot: 

 Proposition 1: $7.12 billion bond for California’s water system 

 Proposition 2: Increase the 'rainy day' fund from 5% to 10% of the General Fund. 

 Proposition 45:  Requires public notice for insurance company rates initiative. 

 Proposition 46: Increase the cap on damages assessed in medical negligence suits.  

 Proposition 47: Reduces the penalty for most nonviolent crimes to misdemeanor. 

 Proposition 48: Ratifies gaming compacts with Indian tribes.                                      §                                                                                          

Candidates Forum:  Saturday, October 11 9:30 a.m. - noon 
Shadow Hills Cabana, 1001 El Capitan, Danville 

Save the date!  We will try to get as many candidates as possible to attend.  Please come with your questions and ideas about the political 
process. Bring friends, this program is open to the public. 

District 16 Assembly: Tim Sbranti (Democrat) Catherine Baker (Republican)  
Congress: Mark DeSaulnier (Democrat) Judge Tue Phan (Republican)                                                                                                                § 

Register by October 20 to vote 
on November 4, 2014. 

Call (925) 335-7800 for questions 
about voting or to determine your 
voter registration status.             §                                                                                          

Special Offer:  50% off  facials for AAUW members 
on first visit thru 9/30/2014! 

mailto:aauwlizwilliams@gmail.com


September 2014                                                                                                                                                           http://daw-ca.aauw.net 

Please Support  
Our Advertisers 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW - The Advocate 

 

AAUW Funds  
Fall Luncheon Honoring  

Funds Fellows & Grant Recipients  

Sunday, November 2, 2014 
11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Crow Canyon Country Club 
711 Silver Lake Dr., Danville 

Carol Kennedy, AAUW Funds VP 

Plan to attend the Northern California AAUW Funds Fall 
Luncheon. Our Branch was the #1 donor to AAUW Funds from 
California, let's have a great turn out to be inspired by these 
women.  

The highlight of this event will be hearing from 10-12 California 
women who have received 2014-2015 Grants or American or 
International Fellowships to further their education, change 
careers, take community action, or research subjects pertinent 
to women & girls.  

Cost is $40 per person, RSVP by October 22.  Luncheon in-
cludes a chicken or vegetarian salad, dessert, and beverage. 
Guests welcome. Register at www.aauw-ca.org.                     §                                                                                          

Our Holiday Home Tour Needs You! 
We are looking for a few more homes! Do you or 
someone you know go over the top to produce a fes-
tive holiday home? 

We also have a few key leadership positions still avail-
able for the tour, including Head House Docent and 
Refreshment Co-Chairs.   

Please contact Roseann Krane or Anna Freitas to vol-
unteer and/or provide homeowner contact information.                      
§    

Branch Member Caroline Sanchez 
Honored by AAUW 

In June, branch member Caroline Sanchez 
was one of only 27 AAUW members invit-
ed by AAUW National to attend the Nation-
al Conference of College Women Student 
Leaders (NCCWSL) with an expense-paid 
trip to Washington, D.C.  Key-note speaker 
was Chelsea Clinton. A reception, dinner, 
and the 2014 Women of Distinction Award 
presentation followed the conference.    

2014 Women of Distinction included Native
-American Hattie Kauffman, TV Anchor 
and News Correspondent; Lily Liu, Co-
Founder of Public Stuff and one of Forbes 
Magazine’s 30 top entrepeneurs under 30; 

Pamela Ann Melroy, NASA Astronaut and one of only two women to 
command a space shuttle; Derione P. Pollard,  College President and 
former President of Las Positas College in Livermore, CA; and Judy 
Smith, Founder and President of Smith and Company, upon which the 
TV series Scandal is based. 

Visit our website to read Caroline’s story.  Read all about the NCCWSL 
and attend the virtual conference at http://www.nccwsl.org/                     §                                                                                                                   

AAUW Branch Garden Party 
Thursday September 4, 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM  

Pat DeRensis’s Garden  1480 Laurenita Way, Alamo, CA 

Join other branch members for an opportunity to meet our new members and catch 
up with members we haven’t seen in a while.  All members are invited to attend, 
but we must ask you to RSVP by August 31, 2014.  For further information, contact 
our membership co-chairs Tena Gallagher or Soni Leighton.                                   § 

http://www.aauw-ca.org
mailto:rkrane@yahoo.com
mailto:haleena@pacbell.net
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/sachez-washington/
http://www.nccwsl.org/
mailto:mstena@gmail.com
mailto:soni@sbcglobal.neet
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The American Association of   

University Women (AAUW) is the 
nation’s leading voice promoting equity and 
education for women and girls.  
 

Our mission: Advancing equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, education,  
philanthropy, and research.   
 

Our vision:  AAUW empowers all women 
and girls to reach their highest potential. 
 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek branch 
meetings and activities feature speakers 
discussing current issues, women’s issues, 

and other timely and interesting topics.   
 

Please learn more about us at  
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/.    

Contact us at daw-aauw@gmail.com  

 Holly Sauer,  Editor 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

AAUW 

P.O. Box 996 

Alamo, CA 94507 

Our 2014-2015 Nominating Committee 
The following members have graciously agreed to serve on 
our 2014 - 2015 Nominating Committee and have been ap-
proved by your Board for membership vote. The purpose of 
the Nominating Committee is to identify the slate of elected 
officers to serve our branch for the 2015 - 2016 fiscal year.  

Our recommended Nominating Committee members are:  
Loretta Altshuler, Barbra Crumley, Lynn Goodwin Brown, Bev 
Nidick, and Melanie Wade.  

Your vote to approve their appointment is needed at our Sep-
tember 27th Membership Brunch. Please contact Kathy 
McKnight or Liz Williams if you have any questions.              § 

Upcoming Events & Activities Calendar 

Sept.  4 

Sept. 13 

Sept. 27 

Oct. 11  

Nov. 1 

Nov. 2 

Nov 6 

Dec. 12-13 

Jan. 15 

Feb. 28  

Mar. 7 

Mar. 21 

April 

April 18 

April 22 

May 8-9 

May or June 

June 18-21 

Garden Party:  Member Social 

Congressman George Miller Recognition Luncheon 

Membership Brunch:  Women in Film, Marilyn Fabe 

Public Policy Event:  Candidates’ Forum 

Past Presidents’ Luncheon 

N. CA AAUW Fellows Luncheon at Crow Canyon CC 

Educating Women Prisoners 

Danville-Alamo-WC Holiday Home Tour 

Goldiblox:  Building blocks create interest in engineering 

Expanding Your Horizons Math/Science Day 

International Relations Program, TBD 

N. CA AAUW Leadership Training Day 

Madam Mars:  Women and the Quest for Worlds Beyond 

AAUW CA State Annual Meeting 

Member Creativity Night 

Danville-Alamo-WC Garden Tour 

2015-2016 Installation & Awards Ceremony 

AAUW National Convention in San Diego, CA 

Support our Past Presidents’ Book Sale at the Membership Brunch!  
Please donate your used books and DVDs. The sale will take place at our annual Membership Brunch on Sept. 27.  Proceeds support our 
President’s convention expenses.  We appreciate books in good condition, no text books or professional manuals, please.  You may drop off 
books at the home of Mary Mix in Danville or Karen Large in Walnut Creek.                                                                                                         §                                                                                

Interested in Joining a Book Group? 
The AM Literature Group would welcome new members. We usually meet 
between 9:30 and 10 AM on the 4th Thursday of the month at members’ 
homes. Annually, members suggest and vote on books to read. Most books 
selected are relatively current fiction but we also read some nonfiction. Most 
are in paperback. Examples of recent books include: Gone Girl by Flynn, 
Beautiful Ruins by Walter, and Ines of My Soul by Allende. If any one has 
any questions or wants to join please contact Laurie Ehrlich.                         § 

2014-2015 Proposed Operating Budget 
A board-approved 2014-2015 Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 
operating budget will be available for membership review 
following our September 9, 2014 board meeting.  You will 
receive the proposed budget via email or U.S. mail, based 
upon your Advocate subscription instructions. 

This will provide you with at least two weeks to review the 
budget. The budget will be presented for membership ap-
proval at our Membership Brunch & General Meeting on Sep-
tember 27, 2014.  Please contact Mary Ellen Blake with any 
questions.                                                                               § 

International Gourmet Group 
The International Gourmet group is having a Thai dinner 
on Saturday September 27. Please contact Roseann Krane if 
you would like to participate.                                                  § 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
mailto:daw-aauw@gmail.com
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