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GoldieBlox: Encouraging Girls in Engineering and other STEM fields 
Program and General Meeting 

Thursday, January 15, 2015  7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Veterans Memorial Building, 400 Hartz Ave, Danville 

Judy Lauper & Melanie Wade, Program Co-VPs 

AAUW supports and educates women, but what about the young girls that become women? Are there things we can 
do to nurture them into equal opportunity environments? GoldieBlox is a company that provides “toys” to help young 
girls develop spatial reasoning skills and see themselves in the STEM fields of science, technology, engineering, and 
math. Please join us for a program detailing the research regarding females in those fields and how this company has 
chosen to develop its structure.  

“At GoldieBlox, our goal is to get girls building. We’re here to help level the playing field in every sense of the phrase. By tapping into girls' 
strong verbal skills, our story + construction set bolsters confidence in spatial skills while giving young inventors the tools they need to build 
and create amazing things.  In a world where men largely outnumber women in science, technology, engineering and math, girls lose interest 
in these subjects as early as age 8. Construction toys develop an early interest in these subjects, but for over a hundred years, they've been 
considered "boys' toys.” Goldie Blox is determined to change the equation. We aim to disrupt the pink aisle and inspire the future generation of 
female engineers.” 

Serving pie and hot beverages. This program will be preceded by a brief general meeting, where the results of our Holiday Home Tour will be 
announced. Cost: $5 per person.  Please mail your $5 reservation check as soon as possible to: AAUW Programs P.O. Box 996, Alamo, CA 
94507 or pay online at http://daw-ca.aauw.net/goldieblox/.  For further information, contact Judy Lauper.                                                           §                                                                                                                                                                                                      

10th Annual Holiday Home Tour  
Friday and Saturday, December 12 & 13,  

Anna Freitas and Roseann Krane,  Holiday Home Tour Co-Chairs  

The holidays are here and so is the Holiday 
Home Tour to invite you into the holiday spirit.   

Be sure to purchase your tickets now.  Invite 
friends and make a day of it.  We have 7 res-
taurant sponsors with addresses listed on the 
ticket insert.  Please enjoy yourselves! 

We have three ways to purchase tickets:  

 On-line, visit  
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/hht2014/ 

 By mail, send a check and self-addressed 
stamped #10 business size envelope to 
AAUW Holiday Home Tour, P.O. Box 996, 
Alamo, CA 94507 

 In person, visit East Bay Flower Company in 
the Livery at 206 Sycamore Valley Rd. W, 
Danville, with cash or check only.   

Tickets are $35 each or $30 for seniors 65 
years and over through December 6th.  Please 
note that after December 6th, all tickets will be 
$35 and available for purchase only at East 
Bay Flower Company, cash or check only.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This tour raises scholarship funds for Tech 
Trek and local women in college or graduate 
school.  We hope to raise $24,000 this year.  
Drawing tickets for a beautiful quilt designed 
and donated by Mary Mix will raise funds for a 
Creative Visual Arts Scholarship.   

We want to thank you for your generous sup-
port of the Holiday Home Tour.  We still need 
16 more docents and 12 more finger food do-
nations.   If you have not yet volunteered, we 
would really like to hear from you!  Please 
contact Anna Freitas or Roseann Krane. 

Help us let as many people know about our 
tour as possible!  Invite your family members 
and friends to our tour by sharing our tour flyer 
by email or with a printed copy. 

Volunteer now and download a copy of our 
beautiful flier at the Holiday Home Tour Page, 
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/hht2014/ or contact 
Anna Freitas at 925-457-6424 or  
haleena@pacbell.net.                                     §                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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Women’s Issues: 
Why So Few? 

Asha Bajaj, Bev Nidick, 
Cynthia Savell, 

Public Policy Co-
Chairs 

 In 2010, AAUW published the report "Why So Few? Wom-
en and Girls in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics", energizing a movement to increase the en-
gagement of women in science careers, particularly in the 
biologic sciences.   

AAUW has now created an evidence-based research re-
port, Moving the Needle: Women in Engineering and Com-
puting. It will be a road map for change, investigating bias-
es and stereotypes that have inhibited female participation 
in these fields and presenting real actions that families, 
schools, workplaces, and policy makers can take to level 
the playing field for women. In 2014, Congress awarded 
over $3.7 million in grants, part of which will grow our 
STEM programs for girls across the country.        

In 2013, AAUW initiated its national Tech Trek pilot, mod-
eling it on California’s long-standing Tech Trek camps. In 
2014, more pilot sites were added and we will have 11 
national Tech Trek camps in 2015. At local colleges, girls 
enjoy hands-on activities, attend classes, and meet women 
in various STEM fields. They work together to solve com-
plex problems, learn about robotics, and build apps. The 
girls experience the energy of STEM - Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering and Math.  

Tech Savvy is another exciting expansion for AAUW. This 
one day conference encourages girls to explore STEM 
through fun and illuminating activities. The girls attend 
hands-on workshops, including paleontology, chemical 
engineering, and robotics. Each national Tech Savvy site 
includes a program for parents, giving them the facts and 
encouragement they need to encourage and support the 
girls' engagement in STEM.                                               §         

Public Policy:   
Economic Justice for Women 

In the wake of the recent midterm elections, the U.S. has just 100 women in 
Congress. Where in the world do women have it best? The World Economic 
Forum’s recently released “Global Gender Gap Report, 2014” ranks 142 coun-
tries and includes political representation, pay gap, and health.   According to 
this report, it will take 81 years to close gender gaps in the workplace globally. 
Here are the top ten places where women fare best. 

Iceland has placed at the top in gender equity for the last six years  It ranks 
first in political empowerment with a female head of state for 20 of the last 50 
years.  It also has one of the best representations of women in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).   

Finland ranks second with high marks for women’s representation in politics 
and generous maternity packages.  

Norway places third, leading the way in educational attainment and eliminating 
the pay gap.   

Sweden, Denmark, Nicaragua, Rwanda, Ireland, the Philippines and Belgium, 
in that order, all earned higher marks than the United States.  For a more in-
depth look at the study, check out www.aauw.org.                                            §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

AAUW FUNDS 
Carol Kennedy 

AAUW Funds VP  

The end of the year is coming and with it your last chance to make a tax de-
ductible donation to AAUW Funds in 2014. Please send your check to AAUW 
Funds, P.O. Box 996, Alamo CA 94507 by the end of December. To honor our 
Branch's 45th Anniversary, indicate #4392 on the memo line.  Thanks to all of 
you who have contributed this year - every gift makes a difference.                                                      

To remember & honor long-time member Billye Chilcott, a donation to AAUW 
Funds has been made by the Branch and a card sent to her family.                 §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Galindo House:   
A Historical Treasure 

Thursday, December 4, 
2014  9:45 AM 

This historic home will be deco-
rated for the holidays! 
Built in 1856 for Don Francisco 
Galindo and his wife Maria 
Dolores Manuela Pacheco, the 
home was occupied by family 
members until 1999. Most items 
in the home belonged to the 
Galindo family, all wonderfully 
preserved.  
Cost is $10 donation/person for 
a 10:30 AM docent tour.  We 
will lunch afterwards at Todos 
Santos Plaza.  Carpools will 
meet at 9:45 am Danville, Ala-
mo, and Walnut Creek. For info, 
contact Jacque Schubert.        §                                        

Mark Your Calendars! Save the date and time  of January 29, 2015 

at 6:00 PM for our next New Member Event at the home of Tena Gallagher. 
More info to come in our January Advocate.                                                      §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

http://www.aauw.org
mailto:jacqueschubert@comcast.net
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President’s 
Message   

Mary Ellen Blake 
President 2014-2015 

What do Miss Augusta 
Ada King, Countess of 

Lovelace and the daughter of Poet Lord Byron, Admiral Grace Hooper, ac-
tress Hedy Lamarr, and Sister Mary Kenneth Keller have in common?  All 
were mathematicians who made significant contributions to computer sci-
ence & technology. 

Lady Lovelace translated Luigi Menabrea’s memoir on Charles Babbage’s 
analytical engine in 1843. Her notes are considered to be the first algorithm 
intended to be processed by a machine, making Ada the first computer pro-
grammer. The notes were a thorough methodology on how to use Bab-
bage’s engine to calculate a sequence of Bernoulli numbers and would 
have run correctly had the engine itself ever been built.  The Department of 
Defense gave her name, “Ada”, to its computer language in 1980. 

Admiral Grace Hopper was one of the first female programmers, the first 
woman to graduate from Yale with a Ph.D. in mathematics, and the first 
woman to reach the rank of Admiral in the U.S. Navy.  Hopper invented the 
first computer compiler in 1952, developed COBOL (Common Business-
Oriented Language), was instrumental in the creation of FLOW-MATIC lan-
guage for the UNIVAC I and UNIVAC II computers and was quoted as say-
ing “It is easier to ask forgiveness than it is to get permission.” 

Hedy Lamarr.  While known for being a beautiful actress, Lamarr contribut-
ed to wireless communication while trying to defuse a military threat during 
World War II. To prevent remote-controlled torpedoes from being hijacked, 
she helped develop an early version of spread spectrum communication, 
now used for wireless technologies such as Bluetooth and Wi-Fi. 

Sister Mary Kenneth Keller was the first woman awarded a Ph.D. in com-
puter science in 1965. Keller assisted in the development of BASIC comput-
er language at Dartmouth – which had previously held a “men only” rule.  
Keller, who also held a BS & MS in Mathematics and an MS in Physics, 
believed that women should be involved in computer science. “We’re having 
an information explosion…and it’s certainly obvious that information is of no 
use unless it’s available.”                                                                              § 

Neighborhood Groups 

Robin Halloran, Sandy Killoran, Norma Spencer,  
Hospitality Co-Chairs 

The Neighborhood Groups (NGs) are in full swing!  Please let 
us know what your group is doing so we can share your great 
ideas with other groups. 

The NGs were originally organized so we could meet other 
members in our neighborhood for social purposes, carpooling 
and anything else that might come up.  The idea was to meet 
a few times a year doing something fun.  Let’s keep it going.  
No matter how large or small, gathering with friends is the 
highlight of any day.  

For example:  The Butterfly group kicked off the year with a 
tea at the English Rose Tea Room in Pleasanton. Some of 
the ladies chose beautiful hats to make the occasion especial-
ly festive. The Butterflies followed this with a spa salt rub–
making party (a great gift idea!) and joined with the Begonia 
group for a tasting evaluation of store-bought appetizers 
served with coffee and tea.  The outcome…a few were passa-
ble in a pinch, but homemade was always better, But you 
knew that, didn’t you!  The Butterflies are now collecting items 
to fill shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child/Samaritan’s 
Purse, which sends these gift boxes to children all over the 
world. 

The Hummingbirds met 
at Danville’s Esin Res-
taurant for lunch in No-
vember.  Ten members 
were able to attend and 
had a wonderful time. 

Remember to let us 
know about all the fun 
YOUR group is having.  
We’d love to include 
your pictures and activi-
ties in our Advocate and 
website!                        § 

L - R: Judy Garrigues, Jarilyn Jennison, 

& Carol Kennedy making bath salts. 
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The American Association of   

University Women (AAUW) is the na-
tion’s leading voice promoting equity and 
education for women and girls.  
 

Our Mission: AAUW advances equity for 
women and girls through advocacy, educa-
tion, philanthropy, and research.   
 

Our Value Promise: By joining AAUW, 
you belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers 
so that all women and girls have a fair 
chance. 
 

Our Vision:  AAUW empowers all women 
and girls to reach their highest potential. 
 

The Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

branch promotes and supports our AAUW 
mission through local scholarships, AAUW 
program support, panel discussions, and 

topical guest speakers.   
 

Please learn more about us at  

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/   

Contact us at daw-aauw@gmail.com  

 Holly Sauer,  Editor 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

AAUW 

P.O. Box 996 

Alamo, CA 94507 

Upcoming Events & Activities Calendar 

Dec. 12-13 

Jan. 15 

Jan. 29  

Feb. 28  

Mar. 7 

Mar. 21 

April 15 

April 18 

April 22 

May 8-9 

May 28 

June 18-21 

Danville-Alamo-WC Holiday Home Tour 

Goldiblox:  Building blocks inspire future women engineers 

New Member Event at Tena Gallagher’s home 

Expanding Your Horizons Math/Science Day 

International Relations Program, TBD 

N. CA AAUW Leadership Training Day 

Madam Mars:  Women and the Quest for Worlds Beyond 

AAUW CA State Annual Meeting 

Member Creativity Night 

Danville-Alamo-WC Garden Tour 

2015-2016 Installation & Awards Ceremony 

AAUW National Convention in San Diego, CA 

San Ramon AAUW:  Silent Auction Gala & Boutique  
Thursday, December 4, 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

San Ramon Community Center, 12501 Alcosta Blvd San Ramon 

Help raise local scholarship funds.  This event is free and open to all.  For 
info, call 828-8275.                                                                                     § 

Past Presidents Annual Luncheon 
Branch members who have been an AAUW branch president 
met to honor Loretta Altshuler and Karen Large, and share fel-
lowship and memories.  The luncheon was held 11/2 at Mon-
tecatini Restaurant.  Left to right, standing: Jan Geahry, Marian 
Bliss, Judy Anderson, Tena Gallagher, Loretta Lewis, Lyn Grif-
fith, Merilyn Milam, Gus Slavin, Sue DeVoe, Arlene Barnett, 
Asha Bajaj, Bev Nidick, Teresa Cheung, Anne Long. Seated:  
Dot Healey, Marianne Gagen, Caroline Sanchez, Loretta 
Altshuler, Karen Large, Holly Sauer, Sueann Novotny.             §                                        

InMemoriam:  Paula Thomas 

Paula Thomas passed away in Fort Worth, Texas on 11/7 
from cancer.  Paula was active in AAUW in the early to mid 
'80s.  Here is a story shared by Merilyn Milam: 

My favorite memory of Paula and her mother was the day of 
a reception in SF honoring the AAUW President. I was driv-
ing with them when there was an awful noise, like a helicop-
ter landing on the car, as we approached the Bay Bridge. 
When I realized that it was my Plymouth, The Green Hornet, 
we pulled to the side and called AAA. A tow truck came and, 
of course, the woman driving thought I should be towed to 
Oakland. We were determined to make the party and insist-
ed she tow us to an SF Chevron station I knew.  Paula's 
mom, a real character, insisted on riding in the truck with the 
burly woman driver and we were pretty sure was afraid of 
Paula's mom. So here we went, laughing hysterically with 
our platters of hors d'oeuvres in our laps, towed backwards 
over the Bay Bridge. In SF, we hopped into cabs and arrived 
just in time for the President's speech.  My car was declared 
hopeless and other AAUW members were kind enough to 
bring us home that night.  I will never forget watching Paula's 
Dallas-matron mom climbing into this old tow truck in high 
heels and a skirt.                                                                    § 
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