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Please contact Soni Leighton, Membership Chair, with any questions. 

You may pay by credit card through PayPal at http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015brunch/  Cost is $28.00 + 
$1.15 processing fee.  Or, you may mail in your registration and payment using the form below. 

mailto:sonileighton@me.com
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015brunch/
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Neighborhood Groups  
Robin Halloran, Sandy Killoran, & Norma Spencer 

Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Happy summer to everyone.  Hospitality hopes all of you had 
a wonderful and relaxing summer.  Now it is time to get ready 
for a new and exciting year. 

Neighborhood groups are starting up again.  If your group 
does not have a leader, or your leader wishes to take a rest or 
have someone else help her, please let Norma Spencer know.  
So many groups had wonderful new leaders and returning 
leaders last year.  We would love to see the groups be as suc-
cessful this year as they were last year.  Please let Norma 
know if you are going to continue as your group leader or if 
someone else would like to take over. 

Our inaugural Fiesta/Membership Appreciation Party was a 
huge hit with 90 members attending.  We, once again, want to 
thank Mary and Greg Mix for allowing us to have our fiesta in 
their beautiful new backyard.  I’m sure that the Mix’s yard, the 
food, the margaritas and visiting with all of our friends contrib-
uted to a wonderful evening.  See pictures of this year’s Fiesta 
on page 4.  Since this was such a big hit, we are going to re-
prise the Fiesta/Membership Appreciation Party in the spring 
of 2016.  Be on the lookout to see where and when. 

Here’s to a wonderful 2015-2016 AAUW year!                        §                                                                                                                                                                                               

Presidents’ Message  

Kathy McKnight, Co-President 
Every accomplishment begins with the decision to try. 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 year for the Danville-Alamo-
Walnut Creek Branch. This is a year of new beginnings built 
on the foundation on our AAUW mission of promoting equity 
and education for women and girls and taking positions on 
the fundamental issues of the day - educational, social, eco-
nomic, and political. 

New beginnings can be big or small:  getting married, having 
that knee replaced, or finally starting to floss your teeth.  Eve-
ry new beginning starts with a change.  This year we will be 
focusing on several main areas: streamlining processes to be 
more efficient and save money, documentation of processes 
and procedures to make it easier for members to take on new 
positions and ensuring they get training when they step for-
ward to take on the challenge, and finally inclusion---helping 
new and old members become integrated and active. 

So, there will be some changes on the horizon; some may be 
successful, others may not, but the important thought is that 
we try. We have a dynamic branch with many talented mem-
bers; we are here to have fun, but more importantly to also 
support the mission of supporting girls and women and en-
hancing their futures through our programs: Expanding Your 
Horizons, Tech Trek, and AAUW Funds. 

We look forward to working with and supporting you.  If you 
have any suggestions or concerns, do not hesitate to email or 
call us:  Kathy McKnight and Liz Williams.  §                                                                                                                         

Pat McElderry, Susan 
Mann, and Sandy Kil-
loran enjoy an SF Gi-
ants baseball game 
with the AAUW Dan-
ville-Alamo-Walnut 
Creek Singles Group 
this summer.            §                                                          

AAUW DAW  
In The News! 

Our beautiful Installation and 
Scholarship Awards event 
(see all the pictures and 
more info on page 5) is fea-
tured in the most recent 
“Around Alamo” story in the 
Contra Costa Times!   

Read the article at http://
www.contracostatimes.com/
my-town/ci_28584773/
around-alamo-american-
association-university-
women-awards-thousands. §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

mailto:kathymcknight@comcast.net
mailto:aauwlizwilliams@gmail.com
http://www.contracostatimes.com/my-town/ci_28584773/around-alamo-american-association-university-women-awards-thousands
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2015 National Convention 
Liz Williams, Co-President 

This June I attended the AAUW National Convention in sunny 
San Diego.  It was sold out, with more than 1,000 members 
attending.  The opening speaker was Catherine Lhamon, the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.  President Obama nominated Catherine for this position in 
2013.  Catherine used many poignant examples of civil rights 
and discrimination issues to illustrate how much work is yet to 
be done. She was an excellent speaker.   

Workshops I was able to attend included "Programs, Passion, 
People - the Prescription for Recruitment Success”; "Tough 
Governance Challenges" led by Jill Birdwhistell, AAUW Chief 
Operating Officer; and  "How Washington Works: A Policy Up-
date with Your Top Lobbyist", led by Lisa Maatz, AAUW Vice 
President of Government Relations.  

The two panel discussions were especially interesting.  

The first was titled "What Does it Take to Make a Woman 
Leader?" The five-person panel included Lilly Ledbetter, fair 
pay advocate, and Don McPherson, a former NFL player and 
now an advocate for the prevention of domestic violence.  Pan-
elist Noorjahan Akbar is a co-founder of Young Women for 
Change in Afghanistan. She discussed the difficulty for young 
woman in particular, to fight for equal rights amidst the back-
drop of the violence in that region. The speakers discussed 
similarities and differences of misogyny in the US vs. Middle 
East.   

The second panel discussion centered on “Women and Girls in 
STEM.”   The five panelists included Marie Wolbach, the 
founder of Tech Trek Camps, and female technical leaders 
from Lockheed Martin and BAE Systems.  

The closing speaker was Juanita Johnson-Bailey, Director of 
the Institute for Women’s Studies at the University of Georgia.  
Juanita is the 2015 Eleanor Roosevelt Fund Awardee.   

An annual meeting and town hall was held on Saturday.  The 
one highly debated vote was “Should we eliminate the degree 
requirement for members of AAUW?”  Our AAUW President, 
Patricia Fae Ho, explained this did not pass (the vote was 
about 54% in favor of keeping the degree requirement and 
41% in favor of dropping the requirement). 

The National Convention was informative and exciting. I thank 
the board and all of our members for giving me the opportunity 
to attend.  I encourage members to view the convention mate-
rials available online, including links with details for the majority 
of the workshops. The materials are available at http://
convention.aauw.org/2015/06/17/presentations-and-materials/.                                           
§                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Chris Winter, Liz Williams, and Caroline Sanchez at-
tended 2015’s AAUW National Convention and point 
out that California is #1 in state-wide AAUW Funds 
donations for 2015.                                                    §                                                          

Tena Gallagher, Caroline Sanchez, Jo Harberson, 
Chris Winter and Liz Williams (pictured above), rep-
resented the Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek branch at 
the 2015 AAUW National Convention.                       §                                                          

AAUW Recommends:  Worthwhile Reading 
Women and Philanthropy, A Literature Review (2012): https://
philanthropy.iupui.edu/files/file/routledge-chapter.pdf 

Discover the Millennial Generation and Their Desire To Do 
Good:  http://www.themillennialimpact.com/research/ (You 
will be required to provide your name and email address in 
order to download the material). 

AAUW’s 2015-16 Fellows and Grantees Will Change The 
World:  http://www.aauw.org/2015/08/01/fellows-grantees-
change-the-world/ 

AAUW Supports Planned Parenthood: http://www.aauw-
ca.org/index.cfm?go=pages.view&parent=445&pagesid=445 

http://convention.aauw.org/2015/06/17/presentations-and-materials/
http://convention.aauw.org/2015/06/17/presentations-and-materials/
https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/files/file/routledge-chapter.pdf
https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/files/file/routledge-chapter.pdf
http://www.themillennialimpact.com/research/
http://www.aauw.org/2015/08/01/fellows-grantees-change-the-world/
http://www.aauw.org/2015/08/01/fellows-grantees-change-the-world/
http://www.aauw-ca.org/index.cfm?go=pages.view&parent=445&pagesid=445
http://www.aauw-ca.org/index.cfm?go=pages.view&parent=445&pagesid=445
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More than 90 branch members enjoyed our First Annual Member Appreciation Party on May 28.  The party was host-
ed by our wonderful Hospitality Chairs: Robin Halloran, Sandy Killoran, and Norma Spencer and held in the beautiful new back 
yard of Mary and Greg Mix.                                                                                                                                                               §                                                          

Members enjoyed tacos with chicken, beef, and 
pork, rice, beans, margaritas, lemonade, chips, sal-
sa, and all the necessary accompaniments.            §                                                          

Co-Hospitality Chair Robin Halloran (standing) and Pres-
ident Mary Ellen Blake (seated to the left of Robin) rec-
ognized the many contributions of branch members.     §                                                          

Sandy Shalon, Caroline Sanchez, Pat Foster, and Asha Bajaj 
enjoy the warmth of the event.                                                 §                                                          

Interested in Joining 
A Book Group? 

The AM Literature Group 
would like to welcome any 
one who would care to join 
us. We meet at 9:30 AM on 
the 4th Thursday of each 
month to discuss books we 
have mutually selected. 
Some of the books sched-
uled for discussion include: 
All the Light We Cannot See, 
H is for Hawk, and God Help 
the Child. Please contact 
Laurie Ehrlich for further in-
formation.                            §                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

AAUW Northern CA Funds Luncheon 
Sunday, October 25, 12 - 3 PM 

Crow Canyon Country Club, San Ramon, CA 
Carol Highton, AAUW Funds Chair 

AAUW has a long and distinguished history of advancing educational and 
professional opportunities for women in the United States and around the 
globe.  One of the world’s largest sources of funding for graduate women, 
AAUW has provided more than $3M for more than 200 fellowships and 
grants this year.  For information about this year’s awardee’s, visit http://
www.aauw.org/article/aauws-2015-16-fellowships-and-grants-awardees/. 

Join your AAUW friends at this year’s AAUW Funds Luncheon to celebrate 
and honor some of the recipients. Cost is $40.  More details to follow in 
upcoming newsletters and emails.                                                           §                                                          

mailto:plate@pacbell.net
http://www.aauw.org/article/aauws-2015-16-fellowships-and-grants-awardees/
http://www.aauw.org/article/aauws-2015-16-fellowships-and-grants-awardees/
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More than 75 branch members, scholarship recipients, and family celebrated at our Annual Installation and Awards 

Ceremony on June 11.  The party was hosted by Installation Chair Holly Sauer in her lovely back yard.  It takes a wonderful 
and generous committee of board members, past presidents, and branch members to pull together our end-of-year celebration.  
Special thanks to board members Mary Ellen Blake (President), Kathy McKnight and Liz Williams (Co-Presidents Elect), Mary 
Mix and Marcia Steinhardt (Local Scholarship), Tena Gallagher and Soni Leighton (Membership), Carol Kennedy (AAUW 
Funds), and Dora-Thea Porter (Graphics and Photography), Installing Officer Gus Slavin, and Jane Trittipo Scholarship Present-
er Sally Jess.  Big thanks also to our Installation Committee members who helped set up and clean up, plus ensured we had 
food and beverages, tables and chairs, and beautiful flower arrangements:  Arlene Barnett, Jennifer and Bart Brandenburg, Te-
resa Cheung, Sue DeVoe, Pat Foster, Tena Gallagher, Robin Halloran, Kathy Hixon, Sandy Killoran, Roseann Krane, Marilyn 
Lawver, Soni Leighton, Loretta Lewis, Merilyn Milam, Mary Mix, Cynthia Savell, Marcia Steinhardt, and Chris Winter.                  §                                          

Members Gerry Washalaski, Jacque Schubert, Alicia Jones, 
Karen Large Karen Larkin (front table), Dee Brooks and 
Kathie Hixon (back table) enjoy a light dinner before the cere-
monies begin.                                                                          §                                                          

Sue DeVoe and Sara Eagling (left to right) received their 50 year 
honorary memberships from Membership Co-Chair Soni Leighton. 
We sincerely thank our 50 year members for their past and continued 
service and friendship within AAUW.                                                  §                                                                                                                                                                       

Members of our newly installed 2015-2016 Executive Board, left to 
right:  Soni Leighton—Membership Chair, Liz Williams and Kathy 
McKnight - Co-Presidents, Marilyn Lawver - Treasurer, Melanie 
Wade and Pamela Burdusis - Co-Presidents Elect.                         §                                                                                                                                                                       

Sally Jess, Jane Trittipo Scholarship presenter. §                                                          

Loretta Alshuler was recognized 
as our branch’s 2015 AAUW 
Funds Honoree for her outstand-
ing support.  Her award was pre-
sented by AAUW Funds Chair 
Carol Kennedy.                         §                                                          
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Tech Trek 
2015 

Highlights 

Helga 
Glasson, 

2015 Tech 
Trek Chair 

The Tech Trek 2015 girls returned from camp in June at 
Sonoma State University with many wonderful experiences to 
share.  Below are quotes from their Thank You Letters: 

“You’ve helped me dodge careers that wouldn’t work for my 
skills and you’ve opened my eyes to see new careers.”           
~ Nicolette 

“I have learned so much, from Astronomy to everyday college 
life.” ~ Grace 

“I enjoy writing and creating Apps so my App Inventor Core 
Class was very intriguing.” ~ Esha 

“Thank you for sending me so I could see all the different 
ways women are changing the fields of science, and the 
world.” ~ Liz 

“Because of you I want to become an entrepreneur and an 
astronomer.” ~ Foluke 

“I learned to transcribe and translate DNA.  I loved genetics 
coming here and now I love it more.” ~ Alyssa 

“My Chemistry teacher inspired me to still pursue my dreams 
in science but I can still be girly while doing so.” ~ Ana 

“We went on a field trip to the Sonoma County Wildlife Res-
cue Center, and learned how inhumane traps are to not just 
the animals it’s supposed to trap but also the whole ecosys-
tem as well.” ~ Caitlyn 

“I was so amazed that I, a 13 year old, could make a robot 
that could do awesome things.” ~ Laura 

“The professional women’s night was such a fantastic night 
because it really exposed me to the different job opportunities 
in STEM.” ~ Keah 

“I found out that I could pursue a career that combined my 
love of genetics and animals.  I am considering to study the 
evolution of marine mammals by looking at their genes; a ca-
reer I didn’t know existed.” ~ Wajiha 

“One of my favorite parts of camp has been using chemistry to 
create fun things.” ~ Jules                                                        

For pictures of 2015 Tech Trek at Sonoma State University, 
visit  http://www.aauwpetaluma.org/2015techtrek.html            §                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Local Scholarships 2015 Highlights 

Mary Mix & Marcia Steinhardt, 2015 Co-Chairs  

Local Scholarships for 2015 were presented at our Annual 
Installation and Awards ceremony June 11.  In attendance 
were, left to right:  Mae and J.C. Villarpando (parents of 
Nathalie Villarpando), Nathalie Villarpando (Creative Endeav-
ors scholarship recipient), Allen and Susan Petersdorf 
(parents of Megan Petersdorf, scholarship recipient), James 
Rocha (father of Carolyn Rocha, Jane Trittipo Memorial 
Scholarship recipient), Rachel and Miguel Bernhard 
(scholarship recipient and spouse). 

Although Nathalie was selected as our Creative Endeavors 
scholarship recipient, she decided that she would expand her 
education through travel to South America instead of return-
ing to college in the fall  Therefore, the scholarship was not 
awarded.                                                                                 §                                   

Please Welcome Our New Members 
Barbara Blalock: Danville, Rose neighborhood group.  
Lori Fernald: Danville, Rose neighborhood group. 
Becky Fontaine: Danville, Rose neighborhood group. 
Christine Ritter: Alamo, Ladybug neighborhood group. 
Carolyn Watson: Danville, Delphinium neighborhood group. 
Susetta Welm: San Ramon, Hellebore neighborhood group. 
Sue Woodworth-Bennett: Danville, Rose neighborhood group. 

For additional information 
about our new members, 
visit our website at  
http://daw-
ca.aauw.net/2015new-
members/ 

§                                             

http://www.aauwpetaluma.org/2015techtrek.html
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015new-members/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015new-members/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015new-members/
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Jennifer and Katie Brandenburg, left to 
right, enjoy AAUW events together.     §                                                          

Please Help 
Help Needed! Please grab a 
friend or two and volunteer for 
one of these appointed board 
positions. We need you!  

Holiday Home Tour Co-Chair: 
Please help lead this important 
fundraiser for our branch.  Pro-
ceeds fund our Tech Trek camp-
ers and our Local Scholar-

ships.   Roseann Krane has graciously agreed to co-chair this 
event, but she must have one or two partners. So you won’t 
be doing the work alone. If interested, please contact Co-
President Liz Williams, or Holiday Home Tour Co-Chair 
Roseann Krane. 

Publicity Chair:  Please consider volunteering for this very 
important position. Tena Gallagher has done a wonderful job 
in this role for the past two years and is willing to mentor her 
replacement. This year Tena is the Garden Tour Chair and 
Membership Treasurer.   The Publicity Chair will work with 
various media outlets to publicize our events.  If interested, 
please contact Co-President Kathy McKnight.  

We would love to have you be a part of this year's team of 
board members.  Please join us!                                            §                                             

Support our  
Past Presidents’ Book 

Sale at the  
Membership Brunch!  

Please donate your used 
books and DVDs. The sale 
will take place at our annual 
Membership Brunch and 

General Meeting  on Sept. 19th.  Proceeds support our Presi-
dent’s convention expenses. We appreciate books in good 
condition, no text books or professional manuals, please. You 
may drop off books at the home of Karen Large, 1507 Arbutus 
Dr. Walnut Creek or Liz Williams, 44 La Jolla Ct. Danville.     §                                            

2015-2016 Proposed 
Operating Budget  

Our board-approved 2015-
2016 Danville-Alamo-Walnut 
Creek operating budget is 
available for membership re-
view on our website: http://
daw-ca.aauw.net/2015-2016-
budget/.    

The budget will be presented for membership approval at our 
Membership Brunch & General Meeting on September 19, 
2015. Please contact our Treasurer, Marilyn Lawver,  with 
any questions.                                                                         §                                                                   

Don’t Forget Your Membership!
Soni Leighton, Membership 

Chair Tena Gallagher, Member-
ship Treasurer 

Renew now! Our branch is creating new 
name tags with lanyards for everyone to be distributed at the 
membership brunch in September. So get your dues in now 
so yours is ready for the brunch. Be the first to have one of 
the name tags. These will be easy to use; just slip it over your 
head. Take it home or keep it in your car and have it ready for 
your next meeting or program. No waiting in line anymore.   

Membership dues include $49 for national dues, $20 for state 
dues and $21 for branch dues, totaling $90. Mail checks to D-
A-W AAUW PO Box 996, Alamo, CA 94507. 

You can print out the form: http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
files/2014/05/2015-16_New_Membership_Application.pdf; 
pay by credit card at http://daw-ca.aauw.net/membership-
payment/, and/or update your info online at http://daw-
ca.aauw.net/membership-info/. 

Any questions, email us with any questions at  
daw.aauwmembership@gmail.com                                        § 

AAUW Recommends:  Current Issues 
It’s easy to stay informed about issues of concern 
to AAUW and women using the AAUW National 
website:  http://www.aauw.org/issues/. 

In the news now: 

 The Biggest Problem with the GOP Debate 

 Legislative Tactic Could Revoke Paid Sick 
Days, Minimum Wage, and Other Laws Help-
ing Women 

 These 5 Women Scientists Were 
“Disruptive”— and We Should Thank Them 

 A Term of Victories in Women’s Health, Voting 
Rights, and Marriage Equality 

 The Simple Truth about the Gender Pay Gap 

mailto:aauwlizwilliams@gmail.com
mailto:rkrane@gmail.com
mailto:kathymcknight@comcast.net
mailto:aauwlizwilliams@gmail.com
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015-2016-budget/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015-2016-budget/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015-2016-budget/
mailto:mlawver@infionline.net
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/files/2014/05/2015-16_New_Membership_Application.pdf
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/files/2014/05/2015-16_New_Membership_Application.pdf
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/membership-payment/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/membership-payment/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/membership-info/
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/membership-info/
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The American Association of  

University Women (AAUW) is the na-

tion’s leading voice promoting equity and 

education for women and girls.  
 

Our Mission: AAUW advances equity for 

women and girls through advocacy, educa-

tion, philanthropy, and research.   
 

Our Value Promise: By joining AAUW, 

you belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers 

so that all women and girls have a fair 

chance. 
 

Our Vision:  AAUW empowers all women 

and girls to reach their highest potential. 
 

The Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 

branch promotes and supports our AAUW 

mission through local scholarships, AAUW 

program support, panel discussions, and 

topical guest speakers.   
 

Please learn more about us at  

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/   

Contact us at daw-aauw@gmail.com  

 Holly Sauer,  Editor 

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek 
AAUW 

P.O. Box 996 

Alamo, CA 94507 

Upcoming Events & Activities Calendar 

September 19, 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October 25, 12 noon - 3 PM  

December 11 & 12, 10 AM - 4 PM 

February, 9 AM - 4 PM 

April 15 - 17 

May 6 & 7, 10 AM - 4 PM 

Annual Membership Brunch, Round Hill Country Club, Alamo  

AAUW Northern CA Funds Luncheon, Crow Canyon Country Club, San Ramon 

11th Annual Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek Holiday Home Tour 

Expanding Your Horizons, Los Positas College, Livermore 

AAUW CA State Annual Meeting, San Mateo, more details to follow 

16th Annual Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek Garden Tour 

Do You Want To See More Pictures of AAUW Friends & Activities? 

Please send pictures in JPEG format to Holly Sauer, Advocate Editor, with a cap-
tion describing the activity and identifying the members in the picture.  Deadline for 
the Advocate is the 15th of each month.  Thank you!                                               §                                                          

Our next Advocate will be published October 1, 2015.  Please submit any articles and pictures no later than Septem-

ber 15, 2015.  Please contact Holly Sauer with any questions.                                                                                     § 

http://daw-ca.aauw.net/
mailto:daw-aauw@gmail.com
http://daw-ca.aauw.net/2015brunch/
mailto:holly.gr8f8@gmail.com
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